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Commissioner Lambe, Engineering Committee Chairman, called the meeting to order at 6:00 

p.m. 

 

Commissioner Lambe read the statement on “Open Public Meetings Law”. 

“In accordance with the requirements of the Open Public Meetings Act, State of New Jersey, 

adequate notice of this meeting has been provided by the inclusion of the date, time and place in 

a Notice forwarded to the Star Ledger, the Home News Tribune and the Clerk of each of the 

eleven member municipalities on February 6, 2018. 

 

If any member of this body believes that this meeting is being held in violation of the provisions 

of the Open Public Meetings Act, please state your objection and the reasons for same at this 

time.” 

 

…. Hearing no objections, we shall proceed with our regularly scheduled meeting. 

 

Commissioner Lambe asked everyone to stand for a salute to the flag and a moment of silence. 

 

Roll Call 

The following members were present: 

 Robert M. Beiner for the Borough of Kenilworth 

 Michael Furci for the Township of Springfield 

 Michael J. Gelin for the Township of Woodbridge 

 Stephen D. Greet for the Borough of Garwood 

 Loren Harms for the Borough of Roselle Park 

 Robert B. LaCosta for the Township of Scotch Plains 

 Louis C. Lambe for the Township of Cranford 

 Frank G. Mazzarella for the Township of Clark 

 Robert Rachlin for the City of Rahway 

* Martin C. Rothfelder for the Town of Westfield 

 John J. Tomaine for the Borough of Mountainside 

 

* Arrived after roll call, at 6:07 p.m. 

 

The following were also present: 

 James J. Meehan Executive Director 

 Karen A. Musialowicz Secretary-Treasurer 

 Joanne Grimes Purchasing Agent/Board Secretary 

 Dennis Estis, Esq. General Counsel, Greenbaum, Rowe, Smith 

 Howard Matteson, P.E. Consulting Engineer, CDM Smith, Inc. 

 Dan Ward Superintendent 

 John Buonocore Chief Engineer/Asst. Superintendent 

 Anthony Gencarelli Manager of Regulatory Compliance 

 Andrea DeCarlo Accounts Payable Coordinator 
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Oath of Office 

As Mr. Greet will not be attending the February 21
st
 Regular (Reorganization) Meeting, he was 

sworn in as the Commissioner for Garwood for the period 2-2019 through 2-2024. 

 

New Business 

Contract #1915 – Environmental Consulting Service 

A representative from Prestige Environmental attended the January 17
th

 Regular Meeting and 

subsequently visited the plant.  We are awaiting their comments based on their visit. 

 

* Mr. Rothfelder arrived at this time. 

 

Excess Flow Hearings 

Excess Flow Hearings for the Township of Clark and City of Rahway have been postponed to 

March 21, 2019. 

 

 

Flows / Flow Rights 

The Executive Director will report on various matters related to flows and flow rights, including 

an update on the additional meter installed in Springfield. 

 

Mr. Gencarelli stated that the temporary meter that was installed, two manholes down from the 

existing Springfield meter, provided confirming data.  He noted that the meter was in for a two 

month period, over which the data correlates with the data being generated by the one already in 

place.  Based on the fact the readings from the temporary meter confirm the data from the other 

meter, the flow right and flow user charge reports will be prepared and distributed.  He added the 

temporary meter will be removed in the near future. 

 

 

By-Laws & Code of Ethics 

Counsel updated the Authority’s By-Laws and Code of Ethics.  Action to approve the revisions 

will be on the February 21
st
 agenda for first reading.  An “accepted” and “red-lined” copy of both 

documents have been distributed to the Commissioners for review. 

 

 

Sewer Connection 

The Authority received a Treatment Works Application (TWA) from the Borough of 

Mountainside for Park West at Mountainside for property located on Mountain Avenue in the 

Borough of Mountainside.  The application is for the construction of six buildings which will 

house a total of 32-3 Bedroom Townhouses.  The proposed discharge from the property is 9,600 

gpd (0.01 mgd) of flow.  The application was reviewed by John Buonocore, Chief Engineer who 

found it to be in order.  The Engineering Committee recommended that the application be put on 

the regular meeting agenda for action. 
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Report of Consulting Engineer 

This report covers the following work activities for the month of January 2019. 

 

A. Retainer Services 

 During the period, CDM Smith prepared the monthly report for January 2019 and 

attended the January 2019 Engineering Committee Meeting. 

 

 CDM Smith also finalized the Annual Inspection Report for 2018 and will be reviewed 

with the Authority’s Chief Engineer in the near future. 

 

B. Miscellaneous Engineering Services 

 No activity during the period. 

 

C. Digester Gas Treatment System Design – Construction Services 

 No activity during the period. 

 

D. Digester Covers and Waste Gas Burner Replacement – Design, Bidding, and 

Construction 

 During the period, CDM Smith performed the following: 

 Coordinated with staff, attended progress meetings, processed O&M resubmittals 

and other shop drawings. 

 Assisted staff in coordinating with the Contractor regarding HEX repairs, project 

schedule 

 Performed informal Field Inspection for Digester #1 with staff. 

 Troubleshoot cover operation and instrumentation with Contractor and staff. 

 Performed site inspections for the month covering following aspects of work – 

pump out Digester #1, demolition of Digester #1 cover, and partial install of inner 

membrane. 

 

E. Riverwalk Siphon Rehabilitation 

 No activity during the period. 

 

 

Report of General Counsel 

Dennis Estis, General Counsel, from the firm Greenbaum, Rowe, Smith, submitted the following 

report for the period December 13, 2018 through January 10, 2019: 

 

1. General 

a. Flow Rights  

 The hearings scheduled for Rahway and Clark have been adjourned until March 

21
st
.  The Hearing for Springfield has also been scheduled.  I am in the process of 

responding to the letter from Clark taking issue with both flow measurements and 

exceedances.  I am working with Jim Meehan and John Buonocore to respond to 

that letter.  As it relates to Springfield, we may be ready to determine whether the 

applicable meters are working properly.  As previously noted, the data has 

confirmed the Authority’s current metering data. 
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b. Local Contracts Law/Open Public Meetings Act 

An issue was raised by Mr. Meehan regarding discussion concerning the NJDEP.  

That discussion will be conducted in closed session. 

 

c. QDI Monitoring 

We met with our environmental consultant, Girish Mehta, last month.  Mr. 

Mehta’s staff performed an evaluation of issues concerning the plant property 

itself and I expect to receive a report in the next few weeks.  I am in the process of 

corresponding with counsel for Quala. 

 

d. Code of Ethics 

We have prepared revisions to the Authority’s Code of Ethics and they will have 

been distributed to the Commissioners. 

 

e. Bylaws 

We have proposed some minor changes to the Authority’s By-Laws.  They will be 

introduced at next week’s meeting and then considered for second reading at the 

RVSA regular meeting on March 21st.  A two-thirds vote is required. 

 

2. Contract #182 Siphon - Rahway – Union County Park 

We met with representatives of Rahway including the Mayor and the Acting Business 

Administrator this past Tuesday, February 12, 2019.  The meeting was very cordial.  It 

was attended by Jim Meehan, John Buonocore, Lou Lambe, Robert Rachlin and I on 

behalf of RVSA.  A report will be provided to the Commissioners in closed session. 

 

3. RVSA v. New Jersey, et al. 

The State was required to submit its response to the Order to Show Cause on Tuesday, 

January 15 and did so.  We filed our reply brief on January 25, 2019.  We filed comments 

to the proposed regulations relating to the new statute with the assistance of the staff.  

They were due tomorrow, February 15, 2019. 

 

4. Occidental Chemical 

No change. 

 

5. Pre-Treatment 

No change. 

 

Closed Session 

Mr. Harms made a motion to go into closed session at 6:45 p.m. for discussion related to the 

Contract #182, Contract #173 and permit exceedances.  The motion was second by Mr. Greet 

and unanimously approved. 

 

Regular Order of Business 

Mr. Greet made a motion, second by Mr. Tomaine, to return to the Regular Order of Business at 
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7:33 p.m.  The motion was unanimously approved.   

 

Adjournment 

As there was no further business, on motion of Mr. LaCosta, second by Mr. Furci, the meeting 

adjourned at 7:34 p.m.  The motion was approved. 

 

 

_______________________   Joanne Grimes . 

Chairman Joanne Grimes, Board Secretary 

 

jg 


