
RAHWAY VALLEY SEWERAGE AUTHORITY 

Summary of Minutes – Regular Meeting held November 10, 2021 
 

 
- Communications 

Resignation letter from Scotch Plains Commissioner, 
Appointment of new Commissioner for Scotch Plains 

 
- Approval of Minutes 

October 21, 2021 Finance Committee and Regular Meetings 
 
- Treasurer’s Report 

Report for September 2021. 
 
- Executive Director’s Report 

Sewer Endorsements, Municipal Reports, and the status of various contracts 
 
- Report of Consulting Engineer 

Overview of engineering matters 
 
- Report of General Counsel 

Overview of legal matters 
 
- Committee Reports 

Reports were given by the Finance and Personnel Committees. 
 
- Unfinished Business 

Amendment to the By-Laws to Revise Meeting Start Times and Eliminate Agenda 
Work Sessions (Second Reading) 

 
- New Business 

The following actions were taken:   
Amendment to the By-Laws to Set a Policy on Commissioner Meeting Attendance 
(First Reading); Award Contract #198 – Telecommunications System Upgrades, 
Maintenance & Support; Amend Contract #2017 with Polydyne, Inc.; Amend 
Contract #186-EQ with SysTech Design, Inc.; Endorsement of TWA Applications 
for properties located in Westfield, Garwood, Mountainside, and Woodbridge. 

 
- Bills & Claims 

 

OPERATING FUND 01 $633,841.52 
BUILDING & EQUIPMENT FUND 02                       78,063.00 
TOTAL OF ALL FUNDS:           $711,904.52 
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The Chairman, Michael Gelin, called the meeting to order at 5:33 p.m. 
 

The Chairman read the statement on “Open Public Meetings Law” 
In accordance with the requirements of the Open Public Meetings Act, State of New 
Jersey, adequate notice of this meeting was forwarded to the Star Ledger, the Home 
News Tribune, and the Clerk of each of the eleven member municipalities on February 
25, 2021. 
 

If any member of this body believes that this meeting is being held in violation of the 
provisions of the Open Public Meetings Act, please state your objection and the reasons 
for same at this time. Hearing no objections, we shall proceed with our regularly 
scheduled meeting. 
 

Roll Call 
The following members were present: 
       Frank G. Mazzarella for the Township of Clark            
       Stephen D. Greet for the Borough of Garwood 
 Robert M. Beiner for the Borough of Kenilworth 
       John J. Tomaine for the Borough of Mountainside 
 Robert Rachlin for the City of Rahway  
 Loren Harms for the Borough of Roselle Park  
 Michael Furci for the Township of Springfield 
 Edward Gottko for the Town of Westfield 
 Michael J. Gelin for the Township of Woodbridge 
 

The following members were absent: 
 No Representative for the Town of Cranford 
     No Representative for the Township of Scotch Plains 
 

The following were also present: 
 James J. Meehan Executive Director 
 Karen Musialowicz Secretary-Treasurer  
 Dan Ward Superintendent 
 Andrea DeCarlo Purchasing Agent/Board Secretary 
 John Buonocore Chief Engineer/Asst. Superintendent 
 Anthony Gencarelli Manager of Regulatory Compliance  
 Janet Thevenin Environmental Compliance Supervisor 
 Doug Reno Operations Manager 
 Brett Howard Health & Safety Coordinator 
 Dennis Estis, Esq. General Counsel – Greenbaum, Rowe, Smith 
 Howard Matteson Consulting Engineer – CDM Smith 

 
Communications 
Mrs. DeCarlo stated that Commissioner Del Sordi submitted a letter on November 5th stating 
that due to his work commitments, he would need to step down from his position as 
Commissioner, effective immediately.  She also stated that Mr. Raymond Szpond has been 
appointed to fill Mr. Del Sordi’s unexpired term.
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Approval of Minutes 
Mr. Mazzarella made a motion, second by Mr. Rachlin, to approve the minutes of the 
Finance Committee and Regular Meetings held October 21, 2021.  The motion was 
approved by those present, with the exception of Mr. Furci, who abstained. 
 
 
Report of Treasurer 
Mrs. Musialowicz stated that a report was forwarded to the Commissioners for the month 
of September 2021. 
 
 
Report of Executive Director 
 

The following Sewer Treatment Endorsements were processed between 10/21/21 and 
11/08/21.  A copy of the log sheet with additional information regarding these 
applications has been distributed for your reference. 

 

 
Municipal Monthly Collection System Reports 
The following Reports were received since the last regular meeting: 
 Township of Clark – July-September 2021 
 Borough of Kenilworth – July-September 2021 

Township of Springfield – July-September 2021 
Town of Westfield – July-September 2021 
Township of Woodbridge – October 2021 

 

Mr. Meehan stated that reporting is beginning to pick up again; also reports for the month 
of October were received earlier today from Cranford and Rahway. 
 
Plant O&M Update 
Mr. Meehan reported that the Authority is doing very well with compliance and there are 
no treatment-wise issues to report.  He stated that the staff continues to work on the 
Cogen issues with Systech, our third-party expert, and the insurance engineer.  He stated 
that a lot of progress has been made, and a plan of action has been decided on for the 
exhaust itself, which required hardening of the flex couplings.  We also decided to focus 
on getting two of the four engines going, specifically, the engines that were recently 
rebuilt, as they provide the best access for performing the needed upgrades.  He added 
that these two engines can also run on both biogas and natural gas.  While the exhaust 
upgrade plans have been completed, he stated, we are now waiting on engineering input 
regarding a plan to physically support the exhaust and the procurement options for same.  
He also stated that the current goal is to get back online in January. 
 
Mr. Mazzarella asked if anything has been heard from the insurance company on this.  
Mr. Meehan stated that they have not yet rendered a decision nor issued a report as they 

2021 Treatment Endorsement Permits 0-1999 gpd  

RVSA Number Date Applicant's Name Municipality 
2605 - 21 - WF 10/22/21 Amit Gosar / Meck Home Builders  Westfield 

2606 - 21 - WF 10/22/21 Matt Shankoff / Meck Home Builders Westfield 

2607 - 21 - WF 10/26/21 Prominent Properties LLC Westfield 

2608 - 21 - KW 11/03/21 Joe Rizzo Kenilworth 

2609 - 21 - WF 11/08/21 Shail Sapra Westfield 



RVSA Regular Meeting – Minutes November 10, 2021 

 

-4- 

are still working with Systech and Hoerbiger to make a determination.  Mr. Ward stated 
that a very detail-oriented forensic engineer was sent out and is working on a report to 
submit to the insurance company, who will then examine said report to determine if there 
is a claim.  Mr. Mazzarella asked if the Authority will get a copy of said report; Mr. Meehan 
replied yes, once it becomes available.  Mr. Furci asked if everything is now complete 
with the exception of the supports.  Mr. Meehan replied that we have a very good idea 
of what needs to be done, stating that the Authority’s forensic engineer had relayed 
several concerns to Systech and Hoerbiger, namely, regarding pressure settings on the 
relief springs; but yes, we are now concentrating on the physical support as we have 
completed the plan for repairing the exhaust and relief vents.  
 
Mr. Mazzarella asked if we are also working on a remote control at this time; Mr. Meehan 
replied yes, stating that the parts have already been ordered, and an estimate for roughly 
$20,000 to install the conduit and controls was received as well.  Mr. Mazzarella stated 
that it is important to get the operators away from the engines; Mr. Meehan agreed, 
stating that this will be in place by the time the exhaust is completed, and that we are 
doing everything that we can to ensure the operators’ safety.  Mr. Ward added that we 
are also working with Gearoid Foley to determine why these backfires are occurring in 
the first place, stating that this is an important piece of the puzzle and will help us to 
come out stronger in the end.   
 
Mr. Meehan stated that aside from this, we are also running low on bar screen parts and 
will need to spend some money on an overhead assembly which was lost in Hurricane 
Ida and will cost roughly $100,000.  Mr. Furci asked if this cost could be recovered from 
insurance; Mr. Meehan stated that he is not sure if this will be covered as it was mainly 
due to wear and tear and the Hurricane just so happened to push it over the edge, 
however, he stated that he would look into it. 
 
Collection System O&M Update 
Mr. Meehan stated that there is some bad news to report regarding the collection system 
which is going to cost some money.  He explained that he had met with Mr. Buonocore, 
Mr. Gencarelli, and the IPP Department to discuss plans that are in place for next year.  
One of the items discussed was a tributary from the Rahway River which runs parallel to 
the Authority’s 30-inch main.  He explained that the steel sheathing that was put in place 
to protect the banks has been damaged in several spots; and after walking the area 
yesterday with Mr. Buonocore, it was found that roughly ten to twelve feet of the 
Authority’s main is completely exposed from top to bottom.  Since there is no protection 
in this area, this is an emergent condition and therefore we will need to have new 
sheathing installed as soon as possible.  He explained that if another storm such as Ida 
were to come through it could completely destroy the Authority’s main.  Mr. Furci asked 
if the Authority is responsible for this repair; Mr. Meehan replied yes, stating that he does 
not know how any other party could be deemed responsible for it.  Mr. Mazzarella asked 
if the bank is made of mud; Mr. Meehan stated that it consists of mud and soil and is 
very overgrown, making it very difficult to walk through the area.  He also added that it 
is so eroded that if one were to step on certain spots, they would fall into the river.  Mr. 
Mazzarella asked who owns the river; Mr. Gelin stated that the river is owned by the City 
of Rahway however he is not sure about the exact area where the Authority’s pipes are 
located.  Mr. Meehan stated that the pipes are located behind the K-Mart and run toward 
the tributary, roughly 20 to 25 feet off the bank.   
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Mr. Meehan stated that he estimates roughly 150 feet of the sheathing has been 
compromised, so he does not see this being a cheap repair and it will need to get done 
as soon as possible.  Mr. Mazzarella stated that he understands the immediate need for 
the sheathing repair, but is concerned about who is responsible for stabilizing the bank, 
stating that the City of Rahway might be partially responsible.  Mr. Meehan stated that 
we would certainly notify the City and they may want to team up with the Authority on 
this repair.  He also added that the sheathing that was pulled out was about an inch thick, 
which is unlike any other sheathing he had seen, likely because it was from the 1930s or 
1940s.  Mr. Gelin commented that the City of Rahway would likely have nothing to do 
with this as it would be the Authority’s easement to repair.   
 
Mr. Furci asked if the Authority will be reimbursed for this as it was due to the Hurricane; 
Mr. Meehan stated that we will likely have a claim and will try to recover costs from both 
the insurance company and FEMA, however, the repair will initially need to be paid for by 
the Authority.  Mr. Meehan stated that Mr. Buonocore has been busy obtaining estimates 
for the repair; and the work will likely be done by the same company that repaired the 
siphon sheathing as they did a great job at a reasonable price.  He explained that while 
newer sheathing is only ½” in thickness, the old sheathing is made up of one-inch-thick 
steel, and it was shocking to see such large pieces of it ripped out by the storm and now 
in the River, as well as a support that was also compromised.  He stated that it is 
completely nerve-wracking knowing how much wastewater runs through this main.   
 
Mr. Estis asked if notice to the DEP is required; Mr. Meehan replied that he will be notifying 
them shortly and will try to have the work done as quickly as possible, likely within the 
next few weeks.  Mrs. Musialowicz stated that there is currently no break in the pipe to 
necessitate an insurance claim; Mr. Furci stated that protection for our infrastructure 
should be covered under insurance.  Mr. Meehan stated that this is going to be looked 
into with the Authority’s insurance representative, though he imagines it will likely need 
to go through FEMA as well.  Regardless, he stated, this may cost a few hundred thousand 
dollars initially, and therefore he wanted to make the Commissioners aware that the 
repairs would likely take place prior to the next meeting.  He also added that he estimates 
roughly 150 feet of sheathing will need to be replaced, which is substantial when 
compared to the siphon repair which required only about 25 feet of sheathing. 
 
Mr. Furci asked if the plan is to repair what is currently in place; Mr. Meehan stated that 
he is going to ask the contractor if they can pull the existing sheathing back and fill it in, 
but they may just recommend installing an entirely new sheet.  Mr. Estis asked if this is 
going to be a permanent repair, Mr. Meehan replied yes.  Mr. Buonocore added that they 
may be able to pull the sheathing back and add new vertical supports.  Mr. Meehan stated 
that either way, it is going to require heavy-duty machinery to move the material.  Mr. 
Gelin stated that his primary concern is having an easement in place; Mr. Meehan stated 
that there is still some due-diligence to be done in this regard, adding that he believes 
we already have an easement but it will be looked into, and we will work on all of the 
required notifications as well. 
 
Alternative/Special Projects 
Mr. Meehan reported that significant progress has been made over the past few weeks, 
and there were several meetings which helped us to better understand the RINs and 
environmental attributes that would be generated.  He stated that work has been started 
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on the contractual agreements, and there is still progress to be made as the monetary 
aspect has not yet been established.  However, we have re-checked the conservative 
estimates on how much revenue this project would generate and it appears to be in the 
range of one to three million dollars, which is why we are aiming to get this done within 
the next year.  He stated that the Authority would be the first wastewater treatment plant 
in the State to do this type of project; and explained that there is one other similar type 
of project being done in the State but with a different type of feedstock, possibly in the 
dairy or poultry industry, and that is scheduled to begin in September.  Regardless, he 
stated, the numbers that we saw today were extremely favorable, and it has become 
increasingly clearer to us why all parties involved are anxious to get the project going.  
Overall, this is a very positive undertaking for the Authority and so far, it is coming along 
very well. 
 
Mr. Furci asked what had resulted from the Authority trying to generate interest in 
Trenton.  Mr. Meehan stated that he never received word from the panel that he was 
supposed to be on, and mentioned that Mr. Gencarelli told him that the State was seeking 
comments on the legislation that went into effect.  He stated that they should have gone 
forward with creating the panel to obtain input on how to get the other authorities up to 
speed.  Part of our problem, he stated, is that our partner currently has nowhere else to 
take the feedstock; therefore, while being offline is costing the Authority roughly six 
figures per month, it is costing them astronomically as well.  Unfortunately, we cannot 
take the risk of accepting their feedstock at this time as it could cause further harm.  In 
addition, he stated, it would jeopardize the Authority’s Title V permit.  Therefore, the 
sooner this project gets going, the sooner we will have a place for all of our biogas. 
 
Biobot Sampling for Coronavirus 
Mr. Meehan reported that the recent data shows a slightly higher amount of cases than 
last month, with approximately 75 per day in our area.  He mentioned that one employee 
had recently gotten sick so we continue to remind the staff to take all necessary 
precautions.  
 
Contract #198 – Telecommunications Upgrades, Maintenance & Support 
Bob Poltz, MIS Manager, has advised that there is a need to upgrade our 
telecommunications systems, specifically relating to telephone and internet.  Cortel 
Technologies, LLC submitted a proposal for upgrading to its C-FLEX System, which would 
combine several of the Authority’s needs into one integrated platform.  The proposal 
includes an initial cost of $18,836.79 for equipment purchase and installation, and a 
monthly cost of $3,887.99 for all necessary software, services, maintenance and support.  
This would reduce the Authority’s expenses by $955.01 per month and provide a more 
efficient means for system troubleshooting.  The total cost for a three-year term is 
$158,804.43 and action to award is on the agenda under New Business.   
 
Mr. Furci stated that he thought the Authority had recently upgraded this system.  Mr. 
Meehan explained that while upgrades took place several years back, one of the 
Authority’s main suppliers announced that they will soon be discontinuing service in our 
area, thus prompting the need for a different system.  Mr. Meehan explained the added 
abilities and benefits of the new system and stated that overall it will save the Authority 
money. 
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Amendment to Contract #2017 – Emulsion Polymer 
Doug Reno has advised that there is a need to amend the contract with Polydyne, Inc. 
for additional monies.  The requested change order is in the amount of $100,000.00, for 
a total amended contract amount of $1,007,800.00.  Action to approve is on the agenda 
under New Business. 
 
Mr. Greet asked if this is due to an increase in the price of the product; Mr. Meehan 
replied no, that this is due to the Authority’s need for more product.  Mr. Reno explained 
that due to supply chain issues and contract prices set to increase next year, we have 
been scheduling deliveries more often to obtain as much product as possible at the 
current year’s pricing.  Also, since we are facing up to a 12-week lead time, we need to 
make sure we have enough product on hand at all times. 
 
Amendment to Contract #186-EQ – Flameless Explosion Relief Valves 
John Buonocore has advised that there is a need to amend the contract with Systech 
Design, Inc. for the purchase of additional expansion joints, which is tied to the repair 
work on the Authority’s engines.  The requested change order is in the amount of 
$30,000.00, for a total amended contract amount of $182,368.00.  Action to approve is 
on the agenda under New Business. 
 
Mr. Mazzarella asked if these costs are associated with the Cogen facility; Mr. Meehan 
replied yes.  Mr. Mazzarella asked if we will be compiling all of these costs to submit to 
the insurance company.  Mr. Meehan stated that he is going to try, although this may not 
be covered since we are replacing current hardware with heavier equipment.  Mr. 
Mazzarella asked if the current hardware was found to be related the problem; Mr. 
Meehan stated that in some ways, yes, however the insurance company was more 
concerned with hardening the supporting structure itself.  Regardless, he stated, these 
costs will certainly be included in our insurance submission and we will see if they decide 
to reimburse them. 
 
Sewer Connections   
The Authority received the following Treatment Works Approval (TWA) Applications: 
 

• Application from Elite Properties on behalf of WC North Urban Renewal LLC for 
Westfield Crossing, located at 421-449 South Avenue East in Westfield.  The 
application is for the construction of two four-story apartment buildings, consisting 
of 52 one-bedroom units, 98 two-bedroom units, and 6 three-bedroom units, as 
well as 17,000 sf of retail space.  The proposed discharge from the property is 
33,350 gpd (0.033 mgd) of flow.   

 

• Application from Russo Development, LLC on behalf of South Ave II Urban 
Renewal, LLC for Garwood Station Phase 2, located at 423-453 South Avenue and 
424-440 Willow Avenue in Garwood.  The application is for the construction of a 
three-story apartment building, consisting of 34 one-bedroom units, 31 two-
bedroom units, eight three-bedroom units, and 85 club rooms.  The proposed 
discharge from the property is 17,450 gpd (0.0175 mgd) of flow.   

 

Mr. Greet asked what is meant by the 85 club rooms; Mr. Buonocore explained 
that it is actually one meeting room that will accommodate 85 people. 
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• Application from EKA Associates, P.A. on behalf of Pombal Builders LLC for property 
located at 350 Summit Road in Mountainside.  The application is for the extension 
of a municipal roadway to service a three-lot subdivision, consisting of three single-
family dwellings.  The proposed discharge from the property is 900 gpd (0.0009 
mgd) of flow.   

 

• Application from Fletcher Engineering, Inc. on behalf of the Township of 
Woodbridge for property located at 85 Wylie Street in Avenel.  The application is 
for a sewer main extension to provide utility service for a new single-family 
dwelling.  The proposed discharge from the property is 300 gpd (0.0003 mgd) of 
flow.   

 

The applications were reviewed by John Buonocore and found to be in order; and action 
approving their endorsement is on the agenda. 
 
Monthly Reports 
The Monthly Operations and IPP Reports were received and forwarded to the 
Commissioners for review. 
 
 
 

Report of Consulting Engineer 

Howard Matteson, Consulting Engineer from the firm CDM Smith, submitted the following 
report for work activities for the month of October 2021 and through the date of this 
report.   
 

Mr. Matteson apologized for not being able to attend the meeting in-person due to a 
scheduling conflict. 
 
A. Retainer Services 

During the period, CDM Smith prepared the monthly report for October 2021 and 
attended the October 2021 Board Meeting remotely.  Performed inspection of 
Wastewater Treatment Facility for the Annual Inspection.  Mr. Matteson stated 
that he will be following up with Mr. Buonocore regarding the inspection, and 
thereafter the inspection report will be made available to the Commissioners. 

B. Miscellaneous Engineering Services 
During the period, CDM Smith performed the following: 

◼ Strategic Capital Plan – Completed preliminary short term and long-term 
prioritization and made progress on draft version of capital plan document.  Mr. 
Matteson stated that he had intended to make further progress prior to this 
meeting; however, he anticipates having the necessary information put 
together within the next week to share with the staff.  He stated that the intent 
of this document is to outline future capital projects and the Authority will be 
able to use it to obtain funds for said projects. 

◼ Mass Balance – Worked through comments on draft mass balance with staff.  
Mr. Matteson stated that this is taking longer than anticipated as there are 
lingering issues that need to be discussed; however, it is in the fine-tuning 
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stage and is very close to being finalized.  He stated that this will serve the 
Authority well in considering future plant upgrades. 

◼ Lennington Street Siphon – Met with staff and Rapid Pump & Meter onsite and 
discussed implementation of the project at the upstream and downstream 
siphon chambers.  Mr. Matteson stated that there is still some ancillary work 
needing to be done and we are working to adjust the scope to include 
additional action items such as tree clearing, defining the layout of the 
downstream chamber, and the matter of bypass pumping.  He recommended 
that the Authority put its own line in the road as a fair amount of bypass 
pumping will be needed, and having the line in the road will help to curb future 
expenses.  Mr. Meehan agreed, stating that we know there will be further work 
needed at some point in the future.  He also stated that the staff is currently 
doing its due diligence to get Mr. Matteson what he needs in order to provide 
pricing on this. 
 

C. Digester Covers and Waste Gas Burner Replacement – Design, Bidding, and 
Construction 
No activity during the period. 
 

D. Influent Bar Screen Replacement 
No activity during the period. 

 
 
 

Report of General Counsel 

Dennis Estis, General Counsel from the firm Greenbaum, Rowe, Smith & Davis, submitted 
the following report for the period October 21, 2021 through November 10, 2021. 
 
1. Revisions to the Underlying Agreement 

To my knowledge, eight of the eleven Municipalities have to date adopted 
Ordinances approving the Revised Agreement and the termination of the Clark 
Settlement Agreement.  Roselle Park may have already adopted the Ordinances 
on second reading by this date or is about to do so.  Mr. Harms stated that Roselle 
Park has adopted the ordinances.  As noted last month, I received comments to 
the Revised Agreement from Clark’s attorney.  In order to avoid having to amend 
the Ordinances already adopted by the other ten Municipalities this year, Clark has 
agreed to adopt the Ordinances previously prepared by me this year with the 
expectation that we will amend the Revised Agreement next year.  We need to 
advise Clark’s attorney that in fact all of the other ten Municipalities have agreed 
to the Termination of the Clark Settlement Agreement and Clark will then adopt 
that Ordinance on second reading as well.  I will be providing each Member 
Municipality with an Ordinance amending the 2021 Agreement reflecting the 
revisions proposed by Clark, and to which I agreed.  Those changes are reflected 
in the red-line version sent to the Commissioners last month.  Those changes are 
administrative only and if any of your municipal attorneys have any questions, they 
should contact me.  The revised Ordinance will not be introduced until next year 
and follow the revised amendment procedure. 
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2. Excess Flow Rights 
I prepared letters to go to each Municipality that exceeded its flow rights.  The 
letter went to John Buonocore and he is providing me with the amount of excess 
rental that each of those Municipalities are required to pay or have work 
performed.  Those Municipalities will be subject to the 1995 Agreement and not 
the Revised Agreement.  Mr. Estis commented that overall the numbers were 
pretty low. 
 

3. Local Contracts Law/Open Public Meetings Act   
No change.   
 

4. Siphon – Rahway – Union County Park   
I am having one of my real estate lawyers review the Green Acres issue and I will 
then speak to John and Howard prior to speaking to Mr. Campbell at Union County.  
Mr. Gelin asked what the issue with Green Acres entails.  Mr. Estis stated that 
Union County received Green Acres funding for the park in which the siphon is 
located; therefore, Mr. Campbell believes it may be necessary to receive approval 
from Green Acres prior to finalizing the easement. 

 
5. Occidental Chemical  

No change. 
 

6. Metro Compliance   
Bollywood submitted plans and O&M information for an alternate system that 
would eliminate the discharge process by filtering and recycling the wastewater.  
Janet sent Bollywood her comments on November 3rd, and she is awaiting a 
response.  Ms. Thevenin stated that she has not yet heard back. 
 

7. By-Law Revisions 
There are two Resolutions relating to By-Law revisions on the agenda this evening.  
The first is up for second reading at the November meeting and only deals with 
the time change to 5:30 p.m. and eliminates agenda sessions.  The second 
Resolution relates to attending regular meetings virtually and there are three 
possible alternatives which have to be discussed and decided upon by the 
Commissioners.  Mr. Estis added that Mr. Tomaine had suggested reconciling with 
the prior resolution that was adopted regarding telephonic participation, therefore 
the resolution was amended in accordance with this request. 
 

8. Executive Director’s Performance Review 
Mr. Estis stated that the Commissioners may recall that last year, we were late to 
evaluate the Executive Director.  In accordance with his contract, the Personnel 
Committee is required to conduct a performance review on the Executive Director 
and share its evaluation with the Board.  Therefore, he suggested that Mr. 
Mazzarella hold this Committee meeting next month and then share the 
Committee’s findings with the Board in December or January.  Mr. Gelin asked if 
this can be held off on until January as there are more pressing personnel issues 
needing to be handled this year; Mr. Mazzarella replied yes, and that he was 
planning on addressing this during his report. 
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Committee Reports     

Chairman:  Are there reports from any of the following Committees? 
 

Committee Chairman 02/2021 – 02/2022 Committee Members 
Engineering Edward Gottko Michael Furci (Scotch Plains Rep.) (Cranford Rep.) 

Finance Stephen Greet Loren Harms John Tomaine Robert Beiner 

Legal John Tomaine Frank Mazzarella Edward Gottko (Cranford Rep.) 

Personnel Frank Mazzarella Robert Rachlin Stephen Greet Loren Harms 

 
Engineering Committee (Edward Gottko, Committee Member) 
No report. 
 
Finance Committee (Stephen Greet, Committee Chairman) 
The Finance Committee has reviewed the Bills & Claims List, and action to approve is on 
the agenda under Bills & Claims. 
 
Legal Committee (John Tomaine, Committee Chairman) 
No report. 
 
Personnel Committee (Frank Mazzarella, Committee Chairman) 
Mr. Mazzarella reported that the Committee will be meeting next month, and since there 
is a lot to be discussed, we will devote an hour to discussing Mr. Meehan’s succession 
plan and personnel increases at length.  After the Committee reaches its decision, he 
stated, the full Board will be advised and can deliberate on same at that time.  He stated 
that the Personnel Committee will be given ample time to review Mr. Meehan’s Executive 
Summary and is asked to relay any questions or concerns to Mr. Meehan prior to the 
Personnel Committee meeting.   
 
Secondly, he stated, the Executive Director’s evaluation will be moved to the January 
meeting. 
 
Mr. Meehan stated that the staff is already working on getting the answers to some of 
the Committee Members’ questions.  He explained that there were some concerns 
regarding the Authority’s budget, which incidentally, has been delayed as the personnel 
updates were deferred to next month.  The bottom line, however, is that there is only a 
$39,000 impact overall, which is minimal when compared to our budget of $30 million.  
Mr. Mazzarella stated that while he understands this, there are many personnel shifts and 
increases being proposed; and it is the Committee’s responsibility to review and approve 
of these changes. 
 

 

Unfinished Business 

Mr. Mazzarella offered one resolution. 
1. Resolution #21-47 (Second Reading) – Amending the Authority’s By-Laws to 

Revise Meeting Start Times and Eliminate Agenda Work Sessions  
 

Motion: Mr. Mazzarella 
Second: Mr. Greet 
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As the vote was 8-0, with one 
abstention and two absent, the 
motion was approved. 
 

RESOLUTION #21-47 
WHEREAS, Article XI of the By-Laws 
of the Rahway Valley Sewerage 
Authority (“Authority”) provides that 
the By-Laws may be amended by 
“introducing the proposed 
amendment at a regular meeting” 
and having it be voted upon on 
second reading at the next regular 
meeting; with two-thirds vote of the entire authorized membership being required to pass 
the amendment on second reading; and 

 WHEREAS, the Commissioners of the Authority have determined to amend Article V of 
the Authority’s By-Laws, specifically to change the start times of regular meetings of the 
Commissioners from 6:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.; and 

WHEREAS, the Commissioners have determined to amend Article V of the Authority’s By-
Laws to eliminate all references to Agenda Work Sessions and negate all such sessions. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Commissioners of the Rahway Valley 
Sewerage Authority that Article V of the By-Laws shall be amended on second reading as 
follows: 

“The regular meetings of the Commissioners shall be held on the third 
Thursday (or as otherwise scheduled) of each month at 5:30 p.m. or 
immediately following the Finance Committee meeting…as the place of 
such meeting.  Special meetings shall be held...a quorum at any meeting.” 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED the proposed amendment shall be passed upon a two-thirds 
vote of the authorized membership. 

 

New Business 

Mr. Mazzarella offered one resolution. 
1. Resolution #21-74 (First Reading) – Amending the By-Laws to Set a Policy on 

Commissioner Meeting Attendance, with Option C. 
 

Motion: Mr. Mazzarella 
Second: Mr. Beiner 
Discussion: Mr. Tomaine stated that he sees there is an intent to drive meeting 

attendance toward in-person attendance; and since last meeting, he 
has reviewed the attendance records from 2019 to current.  
Generally speaking, he did not determine that there was a problem 
nor any particular trend toward absenteeism.  He stated that there 
is already a resolution addressing meeting attendance in the 
Commissioners Handbook which includes a directive stating that in 
order to properly serve the municipalities, Commissioners should not 
have schedules that conflict with the Authority’s meeting dates.  He 
stated that he does not see how this would add to that resolution or 
what problem exists that warrants this resolution.  He also added 

ROLL CALL VOTE 

Municipality Name Ayes Nays Abstain Absent 

Clark Mazzarella X      

Cranford --      X  

Garwood Greet X       

Kenilworth Beiner X       

Mountainside Tomaine X       

Rahway Rachlin X      
Roselle Park Harms X       

Scotch Plains --      X 

Springfield Furci    X   

Westfield Gottko X       

Woodbridge Gelin X       

TOTALS 8 - 1 2 
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that he does not agree with the purpose of this resolution as things 
come up in peoples’ lives such as conflicts and work issues that might 
render them only able to attend certain meetings by telephone.  He 
explained that the attendance records for 2019 show that meetings 
were held in-person, but there were many changes after that.  Last 
year, he stated, only two in-person meetings were held; and this 
year, we had hybrid meetings beginning in June, therefore, there 
were only a few months that we had fully in-person meetings.  Since 
June, he stated, there have only been seven absences and five 
people attending via telephone; further, he recalled that during 
virtual meetings, many Commissioners had expressed their desire to 
return to in-person meetings, so generally, it seems that the 
Commissioners want to be present when they are able to.  Therefore, 
he stated, if Commissioners are only able to attend a meeting via 
telephone, it is probably because they have a sound reason. 

 
Mr. Mazzarella stated that while he understands what Mr. Tomaine 
is saying, he does not agree.  He stated that the Board formerly had 
24 meetings per year, but this had since been reduced to 12 
meetings.  He stated that there is a lot to discuss at these meetings 
and he does not understand how a Commissioner can get his point 
across and have debates over the phone.  He stated that this is not 
seen at any other type of board meeting; and any governing body 
that he can think of requires in-person attendance.  Therefore, it is 
essential that any board member must be present.  However, by 
virtue of Option C in this resolution, Commissioners are afforded 
more flexibility and are able to call in for two meetings which is more 
than reasonable.  He stated that Commissioners are given charge by 
their communities to be here; however, if they cannot make it to 
more than two meetings, they will be considered absent.  He stated 
that we are not a utility, we are an Authority, which is a quasi-
governmental entity, and he feels that what we do should be in sync 
with what our member municipalities require. 
 
Mr. Gelin stated that this resolution is not in any way intended to be 
punitive if Commissioners are unable to attend a meeting.  He stated 
that this Board is an obligation for all Commissioners and if a 
Commissioner is unable to attend, that is understood.  However, he 
stated that meeting attendance is tied into Commissioners’ 
compensation that is received on a bi-annual basis.  He also stated 
that he had another meeting scheduled for tonight which he was 
unable to make, therefore, he is considered absent from that 
meeting. 
 
Mr. Furci stated that he disagrees with this Board being compared to 
those of other entities, as municipal board members are 
compensated a lot more for their roles.  He stated that 
Commissioners do not serve on the Authority’s Board to receive a 
$600 yearly stipend; and stated that this amount would be even less 
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if he did not attend a majority of the meetings.  Mr. Harms explained 
that Commissioners need to attend 10 out of 12 meetings or 
otherwise their stipend will be docked as punishment; therefore, 
Commissioners should be allowed to attend by phone to make their 
10 meetings per year.  Mrs. DeCarlo pointed out that the language 
concerning stipends has changed in the revised Municipal 
Agreement; specifically, it used to read that Commissioners are paid 
$30 per, however now it states that they are paid $100 per month.  
Therefore, absences will not have any impact on Commissioner 
stipends once the new Agreement is adopted.  Mr. Harms stated that 
if this is the case, he sees no point in moving forward with making 
these changes.   
 
Mr. Furci agreed, stating that some Commissioners such as Mr. Greet 
have business all over the country, and if there are no consequences, 
he does not understand why we are still discussing this after doing 
so for the past several months.  He added that the reason that 
Commissioners take on this role is to give something back to their 
respective communities, and we have all agreed that nobody is 
coming here for the money, so it does not make a difference whether 
somebody is present physically or over the phone; and it is only going 
to make this job more difficult if we do not allow people who need 
to call in to do so.  He also stated that the way a Commissioner 
represents his community should be between him and his mayor; it 
should not be dictated by the other Commissioners.  For these 
reasons, he is not sure what we are trying to accomplish and 
therefore will be abstaining.  Mr. Gelin stated that this resolution is 
in the best interest of those who are always in attendance; and it is 
necessary because we need to have a policy in place. 
 
Mr. Furci stated that he was unable to make last month’s meeting at 
5:30 p.m. but would have been able to attend if it were at 7:00 p.m.  
Also, it takes much longer to get to the Authority at 5:30 p.m. from 
Springfield.  All things considered, he stated, concessions have been 
made over time, such as reducing meetings and changing the times; 
and overall, it seems that less and less options are being given to 
Commissioners who are trying to give back to their communities.   
 
Mr. Gelin stated that going back to what Mr. Tomaine said, the point 
in this resolution is not to reduce absenteeism, but to have a policy 
in place.  If no Commissioners are having a problem attending 
meetings, this should not be an issue; we just need to have 
something in the book to go by as we have with many other things. 
 
Mr. Mazzarella stated that meeting times can always be changed to 
further accommodate the Commissioners if that is something that 
they want to change.  Mr. Furci stated that if he had a regular nine-
to-five job, he would not be able to attend meetings at 5:30 p.m.  
Mr. Mazzarella stated that COVID messed everything up as we were 



RVSA Regular Meeting – Minutes November 10, 2021 

 

-15- 

forced to do Zoom meetings and eventually moved to meetings via 
telephone.  If a Commissioner has an issue to discuss, he stated, he 
does not feel they are able to fully express their opinions when doing 
so over the phone.  In that sense, he stated, the Commissioner would 
be doing a disservice to his community by not being here to discuss 
these issues face-to-face.  Therefore, that was the intent of this 
resolution, to ensure that the towns are well represented and also to 
have a written policy to follow.  Mr. Gelin added that the reason we 
revised the start time of meetings was to accommodate those who 
live far away. 
 
Mr. Greet asked if the Commissioners will be allowed to participate 
in the two meetings that they call in; Mr. Estis replied yes. 
 
The Commissioners discussed the definition of the word “virtual” and 
whether it includes participation by telephone.  Mr. Estis stated that 
the resolution can be amended to specifically state that telephonic 
participation is also allowed. 

 
Mr. Tomaine made a motion to 
amend the language in the 
resolution referring to virtual 
meetings to also include “or by 
telephone”.  The motion was 
second by Mr. Greet, and 
approved by those present. 
 

The motion to approve 
Resolution #21-74, including 
Option C and the amended 
language, was approved with a 
roll call vote of 9-0 with two 
absent. 
 
 

RESOLUTION #21-74 
WHEREAS, Article XI of the By-Laws of the Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority 
(“Authority”) provides that the By-Laws may be amended by “introducing the proposed 
amendment at a regular meeting” and having it be voted upon on second reading at the 
next regular meeting; with two-thirds vote of the entire authorized membership being 
required to pass the amendment on second reading; and 

WHEREAS, the Commissioners have determined to amend Article V of the Authority’s By-
Laws to update its policy on remote meeting attendance; and 

WHEREAS, this amendment applies only to regular meetings held in person and not 
virtually or by telephone. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority that 
Article V of the By-Laws be amended on first reading to include the following text: [3 
alternatives] 

ROLL CALL VOTE 

Municipality Name Ayes Nays Abstain Absent 

Clark Mazzarella X      

Cranford --      X  

Garwood Greet X       

Kenilworth Beiner X       

Mountainside Tomaine X       

Rahway Rachlin X      
Roselle Park Harms X       

Scotch Plains --      X 

Springfield Furci X      

Westfield Gottko X       

Woodbridge Gelin X       

TOTALS 9 - - 2 
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a) “Commissioners shall attend all regular meetings in person, otherwise they will be 
considered absent.” 

b) “Commissioners shall attend all regular meetings in person, otherwise they will be 
considered absent.  Notwithstanding this requirement, Commissioners shall be 
permitted to attend, participate, and vote during two regular meetings virtually 
without being considered absent.” 

c) “Commissioners shall attend all regular meetings in person, otherwise they will be 
considered absent.  Notwithstanding this requirement, Commissioners shall be 
permitted to attend two regular meetings virtually or by telephone without being 
considered absent, and Commissioners may also attend any other regular meeting 
virtually or by telephone other than the two meetings for which they will be 
considered in attendance; but they shall not be permitted to (1) participate in any 
discussion, (2) vote during such meeting, and (3) be considered present during 
such meeting.” 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Resolution #05-42 is hereby rescinded; and  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the proposed amendment shall be considered at the 
December regular meeting, unless otherwise set forth at that time. 
 
 

Mr. Gottko offered four resolutions. 
1. Resolution #21-75 – Award Contract #198 – Telecommunications System 

Upgrades, Maintenance & Support to Cortel Technologies, LLC 
 

Motion: Mr. Gottko 
Second: Mr. Furci 
 

The motion was approved by those present. 
 

RESOLUTION #21-75 
WHEREAS, the Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority (“Authority”) has a need to upgrade its 
telecommunication systems, specifically relating to telephone and internet; and 

WHEREAS, a proposal was received from Cortel Technologies, LLC of Somerset, NJ for 
upgrading to its C-FLEX System; and 

WHEREAS, the proposal reflects an initial one-time cost of $18,836.79 for the purchase 
and installation of all necessary hardware, as well as a monthly cost of $3,887.99 to 
include web-based telecommunications software and services, redundancy, maintenance 
and support for a three-year term; and 

WHEREAS, the C-FLEX System will benefit the Authority by consolidating several of its 
telecommunications needs into one integrated platform, which will generate a monthly 
cost-savings and provide for more efficient troubleshooting and enhanced system 
capabilities; and 

WHEREAS, the Authority wishes to enter into Contract #198 – Telecommunications 
System Upgrades, Maintenance & Support with Cortel Technologies, LLC based on the 
proposal submitted under a non-fair and open process; and 

WHEREAS, the C-FLEX System is comprised of proprietary hardware and software, which 
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(dd) is exempt from public advertising for bids, and 
therefore shall be awarded by resolution of the governing body; and 

WHEREAS, in accordance with N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.5, the Purchasing Agent has received a 
Business Entity Disclosure Certification and has certified a Determination of Value, 
therefore permitting the award of this contract; and 
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WHEREAS, the Secretary-Treasurer of the Authority hereby certifies that the necessary 
funds for said contract are available in the Annual Budget. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Commissioners of the Rahway Valley 
Sewerage Authority hereby authorize the award of Contract #198 – Telecommunications 
System Upgrades, Maintenance & Support to Cortel Technologies, LLC for a term of three 
(3) years; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Executive Director is hereby authorized to execute 
said contract and related service agreement; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a Notice of Award will be published in accordance with 
law. 

 
2. Resolution #21-76 – Amend Contract #2017 with Polydyne, Inc. for Additional 

Monies 
 

Motion: Mr. Gottko 
Second: Mr. Furci 
 

The motion was approved by those present. 
 

RESOLUTION #21-76 
WHEREAS, the Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority (“Authority”) had previously entered 
into Contract #2017 – Furnish & Deliver Emulsion Polymer; and 

WHEREAS, this contract was awarded to Polydyne, Inc. with a total amount of 
$907,800.00; and 

WHEREAS, Doug Reno, Operations Manager has advised that there is a need to amend 
this contract for an additional amount of $100,000.00; and 

WHEREAS, the Secretary-Treasurer of the Authority, who is the Chief Financial Officer, 
hereby certifies that the necessary funds for said contract are available in the Annual 
Budget. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority that the 
previously awarded contract with Polydyne, Inc. in the amount of $907,800.00 be and is 
hereby amended for an additional amount of $100,000.00, for a total amended contract 
amount of $1,007,800.00; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Executive Director is hereby authorized to execute an 
amendment to the Contract previously entered into. 

 
3. Resolution #21-77 – Amend Contract #186-EQ with SysTech Design, Inc. for 

Additional Monies 
 

Motion: Mr. Gottko 
Second: Mr. Rachlin 
 

The motion was approved by those present. 
 

RESOLUTION #21-77 
WHEREAS, the Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority (“Authority”) had previously entered 
into Contract #186-EQ – Furnish & Deliver Flameless Explosion Relief Valves; and 

WHEREAS, Contract #186-EQ was awarded to SysTech Design, Inc. in an amount of 
$152,368.00; and 
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WHEREAS, John Buonocore, Chief Engineer, has advised that there is a need to purchase 
additional expansion joints; and 

WHEREAS, it has therefore been determined that there is a need to amend this agreement 
for an additional amount of $30,000.00; and 

WHEREAS, the Secretary-Treasurer of the Authority, who is the Chief Financial Officer, 
hereby certifies that the necessary funds for said contract are available in the Annual 
Budget. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority that the 
previously awarded contract with SysTech Design, Inc. in an amount of $152,368.00 be 
and is hereby amended for an additional amount of $30,000.00, for a total amended 
contract amount of $182,368.00; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Executive Director is hereby authorized to execute an 
amendment to the Contract previously entered into. 

 
4. Resolution #21-78 – Authorizing Endorsement of a TWA Application for 

property located in Westfield  
 

Motion: Mr. Gottko 
Second: Mr. Mazzarella 
 

The motion was approved by those present. 
 

RESOLUTION #21-78 
WHEREAS, Elite Properties submitted a Treatment Works Approval Application on behalf 
of WC North Urban Renewal LLC for Westfield Crossing, located at 421-449 South Avenue 
East in Westfield, New Jersey; and 

WHEREAS, the application is for the construction of two (2) four-story apartment 
buildings, consisting of 52 one-bedroom units, 98 two-bedroom units, and 6 three-
bedroom units, as well as 17,000 sf of retail space; and 

WHEREAS, the Contributory Flow calculation in the application has been reviewed by John 
Buonocore, Chief Engineer, and was found to be in order; and 

WHEREAS, the connection will generate an approximate discharge of 33,350 gpd (0.0333 
mgd) proposed increase in flow; and 

WHEREAS, the flow from the foregoing connection will not cause the Authority to exceed 
its permitted flow of 40 mgd. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority that it 
does hereby accept and approve the aforesaid application. 

 

 
Mr. Greet offered one resolution. 
1. Resolution #21-79 – Authorizing Endorsement of a TWA Application for 

property located in Garwood 
 

Motion: Mr. Greet 
Second: Mr. Furci 
 

The motion was approved by those present. 
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RESOLUTION #21-79 
WHEREAS, Russo Development, LLC submitted a Treatment Works Approval Application 
on behalf of South Ave II Urban Renewal, LLC for Garwood Station Phase 2, located at 
423-453 South Avenue and 424-440 Willow Avenue in Garwood, New Jersey; and 

WHEREAS, the application is for the construction of a three-story apartment building, 
consisting of 34 one-bedroom units, 31 two-bedroom units, eight three-bedroom units, 
and 85 club rooms; and 

WHEREAS, the Contributory Flow calculation in the application has been reviewed by John 
Buonocore, Chief Engineer, and was found to be in order; and 

WHEREAS, the connection will generate an approximate discharge of 17,450 gpd (0.0175 
mgd) proposed increase in flow; and 

WHEREAS, the flow from the foregoing connection will not cause the Authority to exceed 
its permitted flow of 40 mgd. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority that it 
does hereby accept and approve the aforesaid application. 

 

 

Mr. Tomaine offered two resolutions. 
1. Resolution #21-80 – Authorizing Endorsement of a TWA Application for 

property located in Mountainside 
 

Motion: Mr. Tomaine 
Second: Mr. Furci 
 

The motion was approved by those present. 
 

RESOLUTION #21-80 
WHEREAS, EKA Associates, P.A. submitted a Treatment Works Approval Application on 
behalf of Pombal Builders LLC for property located at 350 Summit Road in Mountainside, 
New Jersey; and 

WHEREAS, the application is for the extension of a municipal roadway to service a three-
lot subdivision, consisting of three single-family dwellings; and 

WHEREAS, the Contributory Flow calculation in the application has been reviewed by John 
Buonocore, Chief Engineer, and was found to be in order; and 

WHEREAS, the connection will generate an approximate discharge of 900 gpd (0.0009 
mgd) proposed increase in flow; and 

WHEREAS, the flow from the foregoing connection will not cause the Authority to exceed 
its permitted flow of 40 mgd. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority that it 
does hereby accept and approve the aforesaid application. 

 
2. Resolution #21-81 – Authorizing Endorsement of a TWA Application for 

property located in Woodbridge 
 

Motion: Mr. Tomaine 
Second: Mr. Greet 
 

The motion was approved by those present. 
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RESOLUTION #21-81 
WHEREAS, Fletcher Engineering, Inc. submitted a Treatment Works Approval Application 
on behalf of the Township of Woodbridge for property located at 85 Wylie Street in Avenel, 
New Jersey (Block 829, Lot 47.01); and 

WHEREAS, the application is for a sewer main extension to provide utility service for a 
new single-family dwelling; and 

WHEREAS, the Contributory Flow calculation in the application has been reviewed by John 
Buonocore, Chief Engineer, and was found to be in order; and 

WHEREAS, the connection will generate an approximate discharge of 300 gpd (0.0003 
mgd) proposed increase in flow; and 

WHEREAS, the flow from the foregoing connection will not cause the Authority to exceed 
its permitted flow of 40 mgd. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority that it 
does hereby accept and approve the aforesaid application. 

 

Mr. Mazzarella offered one resolution. 

1. Resolution #21-82 – Amending Eligibility Requirements for Serving as 
Chairperson and/or Vice Chairperson 

 

Motion: Mr. Mazzarella 
Second: Mr. Rachlin 
Discussion: Mr. Mazzarella stated that he would like to explain the reasons for 

offering this resolution.  He explained that over the years, there have 
been a number of turnovers on this Board and it seems antiquated 
that a Commissioner who is on the Board for only two years is eligible 
to become Chairman.  He stated that this has been discussed with 
Mr. Gelin and Mr. Estis; and in his view, Commissioners need to be 
more experienced to serve as Chairman as it involves a lot more than 
just coming to meetings.  This resolution, he stated, would allow a 
Commissioner to decide whether or not he really wants to take on 
the responsibility.  In order to make it as fair as possible, Mr. Estis 
came up with language stating that a Commissioner can become 
Chairman after serving on the Board for five years and being 
reappointed.  That five-year period, he stated, would allow the 
Commissioner to really become acquainted with the Authority, 
further, being reappointed will then allow the Commissioner to 
become eligible to serve as Chairman and take on that responsibility 
if that individual so chooses to.  He explained that the intent of this 
is not to be malicious toward anyone, as we are all given an equal 
opportunity here; but in order to take on the commitment and 
responsibility, a Commissioner needs to be fully aware of the 
operations that take place here. Mr. Gelin added that this would 
apply to both the positions of Chairman and Vice Chairman. 

 
Mr. Tomaine asked what the current policy is for annual 
reorganization.  Mr. Estis stated that there is a list to determine which 
municipality is entitled to be next in line for the position of Chairman.  
Mr. Tomaine asked if it goes by town rather than by the individual; 
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Mr. Estis replied yes, but what Mr. Mazzarella is saying is that this 
should not necessarily be the basis. 
 
Mr. Furci asked if a Commissioner is appointed this year, if he would 
then not be allowed to serve as Chairman until he is reappointed; 
Mr. Estis stated that this is correct.  Mr. Estis stated that there is an 
exception to this; for example, Mr. Lambe had to step down this year 
prior to his term expiring.  His successor, in this case, would be 
eligible to become Chairman once he is reappointed to the Board, so 
the five-year requirement would not apply.  The only time it would 
apply is when a Commissioner is appointed to a new five-year term.   
 
Mr. Beiner asked if the person filling Mr. Lambe’s place only has two 
more years to finish the current term, he or she will be able to 
become Chairman upon being reappointed; Mr. Estis stated that this 
is correct.  Mr. Beiner stated that it is unfair if someone who has only 
been here for two years can become Chairman but someone who 
has been on the Board for four years cannot.  Mr. Gelin stated that 
this is not the intent; and that a person should need to fulfill five 
years of serving on the Board prior to becoming Chairman.  Mr. Estis 
recommended amending the resolution to require that a 
Commissioner serves for five years but remove the requirement of 
being reappointed.  Mr. Gottko agreed that the language should be 
changed as it seems unfair this way.  Mr. Beiner stated that he can 
understand a minimum number of years, but the current resolution 
as written will ensure that some municipalities never get a chance.   
 
Mr. Gelin stated that he had discussed this with Mr. Meehan and they 
feel that five years may be too long; rather, the Board should 
consider changing the requirement to either three or four years. 

 
Mr. Greet made a motion to table this resolution as further revisions are needed.  
The motion to table was second by Mr. Gottko and approved by those present. 
 

RESOLUTION #21-82 
WHEREAS, the Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority (“Authority”) previously adopted 
Resolution #11-22 on June 16, 2011, establishing a policy regarding Annual 
Reorganization and appointments of the Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson of the 
Authority; and 

WHEREAS, the Commissioners have determined to amend that Resolution regarding 
eligibility for serving as Chairperson and/or Vice Chairperson.   

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority that the 
Annual Reorganization Policy be changed to provide that in order for a sitting 
Commissioner to be eligible for appointment for either the office of Chairperson or Vice 
Chairperson, he or she must have served at least one five-year term and been reappointed 
by his or her respective Municipality. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this amendment shall take effect immediately upon 
adoption. 
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Bills and Claims 
Mr. Greet offered one motion. 
Motion that the following bills and claims be ordered paid. 
 

Motion: Mr. Greet 
Second: Mr. Harms 
 

The motion was approved by those present. 
 
 

BILLS AND CLAIMS LISTING 
BUILDING & EQUIPMENT FUND 
CHECK   DATE VENDOR LINE/ACCT AMOUNT 
1015 11/10/21 CDM SMITH, INC.                140.2 1,427.50 
1016 11/10/21 DAVE HEINER ASSOCIATES, INC.   127.0 18,543.00 
1017 11/10/21 H2M ASSOCIATES, INC.           140.2 8,468.50 
1018 11/10/21 JDV PROCESS EQUIPMENT CORP.    140.3 15,749.00 
1019 11/10/21 POLO ENGINEERING, INC          140.3 33,875.00 
 

Total Building & Equipment Fund Checks:  5 
Total Void Checks:  0 
Total Void Check Amount:  $0.00 
Total Building & Equipment Fund Checks Paid:  $78,063.00 

 
OPERATING FUND - MANUAL 
CHECK   DATE VENDOR LINE/ACCT AMOUNT 
395 11/04/21 RAHWAY VALLEY S.A. - PAYROLL   01/02 213,648.76 
396 11/05/21 NJ STATE HEALTH BENEFITS       03/04 115,938.06 
 

Total Operating Fund Manual Checks:  2 
Total Void Checks:  0 
Total Void Check Amount:  $0.00 
Total Operating Fund Manual Checks Paid:  $329,586.82 

 
OPERATING FUND 
CHECK   DATE VENDOR LINE/ACCT AMOUNT 
1431 11/01/21 ASSOCIATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL A 31/49 1,825.00 
1432 11/01/21 DELTA DENTAL OF NEW JERSEY INC 03 7,262.94 
1433 11/01/21 ELIZABETHTOWN GAS              22 1,353.78 
1434 11/01/21 FEDEX                          48 263.79 
1435 11/01/21 NJ STATE LEAGUE                31/49 210.00 
1436 11/01/21 PURCHASE POWER                 48 520.99 
1437 11/01/21 UGI ENERGY SERVICES, LLC       22 40.04 
1438 11/01/21 VISION SERVICE PLAN            03 1,430.13 
1439 11/10/21 A TOUCH OF ITALY               49 245.23 
1440 11/10/21 ADS LLC                        30 3,459.47 
1441 11/10/21 ACV ENVIRO APV                 40 2,866.50 
1442 11/10/21 AMERICAN AQUATIC TESTING, INC  40 1,030.00 
1443 11/10/21 AMERICAN WEAR                  32 1,366.20 
1444 11/10/21 AQUA PRO-TECH LABORATORIES     41 4,211.00 
1445 11/10/21 AQUAFIX, INC                   29 425.00 
1446 11/10/21 ATLANTIC ANALYTICAL LABORATORY 41 1,100.00 
1447 11/10/21 BANK OF AMERICA                15/27/32 208.96 
1448 11/10/21 BEST LINE EQUIPMENT, INC       28 436.00 
1449 11/10/21 BGIA, INC.                     17 19,722.00 
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CHECK   DATE VENDOR LINE/ACCT AMOUNT 
1450 11/10/21 CORTEL TECHNOLOGIES, LLC       27 60.00 
1451 11/10/21 CDM SMITH, INC.                05/06 8,225.08 
1452 11/10/21 CITY OF RAHWAY - UNITED WATER  33 4,289.93 
1453 11/10/21 COMMUNITY SAFETY CONSULTANTS   31 6,400.00 
1454 11/10/21 CONCENTRA HEALTH SERVICES, INC 50 250.00 
1455 11/10/21 CONFIRES FIRE PROTECTION       31 3,102.00 
1456 11/10/21 CSL SERVICES, INC.             30 10,750.00 
1457 11/10/21 ELECTRONIC MEASUREMENTS LAB    31 1,743.00 
1458 11/10/21 ELIZABETHTOWN GAS              22 238.40 
1459 11/10/21 ENVIRONMENTAL COMPLIANCE       41 1,388.75 
1460 11/10/21 ENVIROTECH SERVICES, INC       28 6,083.24 
1461 11/10/21 ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCE ASSOC.  40 350.53 
1462 11/10/21 FISHER SCIENTIFIC              40 325.80 
1463 11/10/21 FOLEY, INCORPORATED            28 47,473.88 
1464 11/10/21 GENSERVE INC.                  28 4,852.00 
1465 11/10/21 GOODWAY TECHNOLOGIES CORP      32 4,899.00 
1466 11/10/21 GOVCONNECTION, INC.            27 215.84 
1467 11/10/21 GP JAGER INC.                  32 3,757.62 
1468 11/10/21 GRAINGER                       31/32 2,554.38 
1469 11/10/21 GREENBAUM, ROWE, SMITH & DAVIS 07 1,238.28 
1470 11/10/21 HACH COMPANY                   40 2,072.71 
1471 11/10/21 HATFIELD SCHWARTZ LAW GROUP    08 262.50 
1472 11/10/21 HAWKINS, DELAFIELD & WOOD LLP  08 2,496.00 
1473 11/10/21 HOME DEPOT CREDIT SERVICES     28/32 434.02 
1474 11/10/21 HYDRO SERVICE & SUPPLIES, INC. 40 1,302.90 
1475 11/10/21 INTELEPEER CLOUD COMMUNICATION 11 439.21 
1476 11/10/21 INTERNATIONAL TIRE & PARTS     35 575.00 
1477 11/10/21 JERSEY ELEVATOR COMPANY INC.   32 390.56 
1478 11/10/21 MELISSA MADAIL                 15 36.48 
1479 11/10/21 MILLER AND CHITTY CO., INC.    32 560.00 
1480 11/10/21 NAVITEND                       27 35.00 
1481 11/10/21 NES COMPANY, INC,              32 29,876.30 
1482 11/10/21 COLOGIX                        11 294.00 
1483 11/10/21 NJ MANUFACTURERS INSURANCE CO. 17 12,940.00 
1484 11/10/21 NJ WATER ENVIRONMENT ASSOC.    31 1,309.00 
1485 11/10/21 OPTIMUM CONTROLS CORP.         28 8,486.00 
1486 11/10/21 OUTSTANDING SERVICE CO. INC.   32 230.95 
1487 11/10/21 PITNEY BOWES INC.              48 182.61 
1488 11/10/21 POLYDYNE INC.                  23 23,435.00 
1489 11/10/21 LINDE GAS & EQUIPMENT INC      32 586.79 
1490 11/10/21 PRECISION ELECTRIC MOTOR WORKS 32 1,985.00 
1491 11/10/21 PSE&G COMPANY                  19 29,521.28 
1492 11/10/21 REINER PUMP SYSTEMS, INC       28 4,578.53 
1493 11/10/21 SCIENTIFIC WATER CONDITIONING  28/32 5,235.00 
1494 11/10/21 STAPLES CREDIT PLAN            27 29.99 
1495 11/10/21 SUBURBAN TESTING LABS          28 1,855.00 
1496 11/10/21 SUNBELT RENTALS                32 710.12 
1497 11/10/21 THOMAS SCIENTIFIC              40 2,959.21 
1498 11/10/21 UGI ENERGY SERVICES, LLC       22 23.95 
1499 11/10/21 VERIZON                        27 1,752.90 
1500 11/10/21 VERIZON                        11 53.20 
1501 11/10/21 W. A. BIRDSALL & CO.           32 424.43 
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CHECK   DATE VENDOR LINE/ACCT AMOUNT 
1502 11/10/21 WARREN LIGHTNING ROD COMPANY  28 4,275.00 
1503 11/10/21 WASTE MANAGEMENT OF NEW JERSEY 26 6,592.48 
1504 11/10/21 WB MASON COMPANY, INC.         13/49 138.82 
1505 11/10/21 Y-PERS INC                     32 2,000.00 
 
Total Operating Fund Checks:  75 
Total Void Checks:  0 
Total Void Check Amount:  $0.00 
Total Operating Fund Checks Paid:  $304,254.70 
 
 

OPERATING FUND  1-01      $633,841.52 
BUILDING & EQUIPMENT FUND 1-02            78,063.00 

            ======= 
TOTAL OF ALL FUNDS:          $711,904.52 
 
 
 

 

Open the floor to the Public for questions or comments 

None. 
 

 
 
 
Adjournment 
As there was no further business, on motion of Mr. Furci, second by Mr. Harms, the 
meeting adjourned at 7:10 p.m.  The motion was approved by those present. 
 
 
 
 
 

_______________           Andrea DeCarlo     
Chairman Andrea DeCarlo, Board Secretary 
 
 
 

Attachments:  

Report of Treasurer 09/2021 
User Charge Report 09/2021 (FINAL) 


