
RAHWAY VALLEY SEWERAGE AUTHORITY 

Summary of Minutes – Regular Meeting held September 21, 2023 
 

  
- Communications 

None 
 

 

- Approval of Minutes 
August 17, 2023 Finance Committee and Regular Meetings 

 
 

- Treasurer’s Report 
No report 
 

- Report of Auditor 
Review of the 2022 Draft Audit Report 

 
 

- Executive Director’s Report 
Sewer Endorsements, Municipal Reports, and the status of various contracts 

 
 

- Report of Consulting Engineer 
Overview of engineering matters 

 
 

- Report of General Counsel 
Overview of legal matters 

 
 

- Committee Reports 
Reports were given by the Engineering, Finance, and Personnel Committees. 

 
 

- Unfinished Business 
None 

 
 

- New Business 
The following actions were taken: Sewer Connection Endorsement for Westfield; 
Amendment to EUS Contract #204; Establishment of Hearing for Amendment to Rules 
& Regulations; Award of Contracts #2402, #2405, and #2406; Rejection of Bids for 
Contract #2407; Award of Professional Service Contracts #2408, #2409, #2411, 
#2412, #2413, #2414, #2415, #2416, #2417, #2418, and #2419; Authorization to 
endorse Sewer Connection Applications; and Authorization for a Reverse Online 
Auction. 
 
 

- Bills & Claims 
 

OPERATING FUND  01      $1,359,818.43 
BUILDING & EQUIPMENT FUND 02              ___$130,586.53 
TOTAL OF ALL FUNDS:          $1,490,404.96 
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The Chairman, Robert Beiner, called the meeting to order at 5:39 p.m.  
 

The Chairman read the statement on “Open Public Meetings Law” 
In accordance with the requirements of the Open Public Meetings Act, State of New Jersey, 
adequate notice of this meeting was forwarded to the Star Ledger, the Home News Tribune, 
and the Clerk of each of the eleven member municipalities on February 28, 2023. 
 

If any member of this body believes that this meeting is being held in violation of the 
provisions of the Open Public Meetings Act, please state your objection and the reasons for 
same at this time. Hearing no objections, we shall proceed with our regularly scheduled 
meeting. 
 

Roll Call 
The following members were present:  
       Frank G. Mazzarella for the Township of Clark  
 Chris Kolibas for the Township of Cranford   
   Stephen D. Greet for the Borough of Garwood        
 Robert M. Beiner for the Borough of Kenilworth 

John J. Tomaine for the Borough of Mountainside 
 Robert Rachlin for the City of Rahway  
 Loren Harms for the Borough of Roselle Park  
     Raymond Szpond for the Township of Scotch Plains 
        Edward Gottko for the Town of Westfield 
 Michael J. Gelin for the Township of Woodbridge 
 

The following members were absent: 
       Michael Furci for the Township of Springfield 
 

The following were also present:  
James J. Meehan Executive Director 

 Karen Musialowicz Secretary-Treasurer  
 Doug Reno Superintendent 
 Andrea DeCarlo Purchasing Agent/Board Secretary 
 John Buonocore Assistant Director/Chief Engineer 
 Janet Thevenin Manager of Regulatory Compliance 
 Brett Howard Health & Safety Coordinator 
 Dennis Estis General Counsel – Greenbaum, Rowe, Smith 
 Howard Matteson Consulting Engineer – CDM Smith 
 Robert Butvilla Auditor – Suplee, Clooney & Company 
 
  

Communications 
None. 
 

 

Approval of Minutes 
Mr. Gottko made a motion, second by Mr. Rachlin, to approve the minutes of the Finance 
Committee and Regular Meetings held August 17, 2023.  The motion was approved by those 
present, with the exception of Mr. Kolibas, who abstained.
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Report of Treasurer 
None. 
 
 
2022 Draft Audit Report 
Mr. Beiner stated that Robert Butvilla of Suplee, Clooney & Co. is in attendance this 
evening to discuss with the Board the 2022 Draft Audit which their firm recently 
completed.  A copy of the report was forwarded to the Commissioners for review. 
 
Mr. Harms made a motion to suspend the regular order of business for discussion on the 
2022 Audit.  The motion was second by Mr. Rachlin and approved by those present.   
 
Mr. Beiner asked Mr. Butvilla to address the Board.  
 
Mr. Butvilla indicated that the 2022 Audit Report still remains in draft form as the State 
of New Jersey has yet to release figures that need to be added to the report, specifically, 
with regard to retiree health benefits.   
 
Mr. Butvilla drew attention to the “Statements of Revenues, Expenses and Changes in 
Net Position” on page 19, which shows a net income of $3.9 million for the year.  He 
stated that the Authority was reimbursed $1.28 million by FEMA which had a large impact 
on the Authority’s bottom line.   
 
He then pointed out the Adopted Budget schedule on pages 58 and 59 which shows that 
Budgeted Revenues for the year exceeded the Budgeted Expenses by $1.093 million.  He 
explained that from the 2022 Budget, $750k in Surplus was utilized, so this should be 
taken into consideration.  He recalled that he had discussed Surplus with the 
Commissioners in previous years, and pointed out a footnote that analyzes the fund 
balance surplus of $29 million, however, when broken down there are $45 million invested 
in fixed assets as well as several restricted accounts that are required by bond resolution.  
From the Authority’s unrestricted funds, $500k was appropriated in the 2023 Budget, and 
there is still $350k in the Rate Stabilization Fund.  He explained that the Pension and OPA 
liabilities are reflected here, however they are not cash items.  He stated that the 
Unappropriated Net Assets equaled $765k which represents the available fund balance 
that can be carried into 2024.  However, he stated, after speaking with Ms. Musialowicz, 
it was determined that the ongoing process difficulties occurring in the Plant may require 
use of this $765k in the 2023 year.  
 
Mr. Butvilla stated that there were no Comments or Recommendations included in the 
Report because there were no issues to report.  He stated that the Staff was very 
cooperative throughout the Audit process so everything went smoothly, and commented 
that Ms. Musialowicz does a great job at keeping the books in order and reconciling the 
accounts.   
 
Mr. Butvilla also noted that the funds received from FEMA needed to be audited 
separately, which is known as a Single Audit, and details on this can be found in the back 
of the report. 
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Mr. Tomaine inquired about the schedule for upcoming payments on page 52, asking if 
the interest noted is payable to the Authority.  Ms. Musialowicz replied yes, stating that 
this is part of the $234k settlement payment that is received each year.  She explained 
that a portion of the settlement needs to be recorded as interest, and this goes to the 
Capital Replacement Fund each year. 
 
Mr. Gelin asked about the vehicle listing on page 31; Ms. Musialowicz stated that the 
Authority has a fleet of vehicles totaling about $500k in assets. 
 
Mr. Gelin asked about the 2005 Loan for $41.2 million listed on page 34, and asked if it 
is still an active loan.  Ms. Musialowicz replied yes, stating that it will need to remain on 
this schedule until it is paid off in 2025.  Mr. Gelin asked if the iBank stopped giving 
principal forgiveness; Ms. Musialowicz stated that the iBank regularly changes how it 
lends money, and more recently has switched to charging 0% interest on certain portions 
of loans.  Mr. Butvilla pointed out that there is a listing on page 32 outlining all of the 
Authority’s outstanding debt obligations. 
 
Mr. Gelin made a motion to close the meeting at 5:54 p.m. for discussion regarding a 
personnel matter.   
 
The motion was second by Mr. Mazzarella and approved by those present.  Mr. Gottko 
made a motion to come out of closed session at 6:02 p.m.  The motion was second by 
Mr. Rachlin and approved by those present. 
 
As there was no further discussion regarding the 2022 Audit, Mr. Mazzarella made a 
motion to resume the regular order of business.  The motion was second by Mr. Harms 
and approved by those present. 
 

 
 
Report of Executive Director 
The following Sewer Treatment Endorsements were processed since the last meeting.  A 
copy of the log sheet with additional information regarding these applications has been 
distributed for your reference. 

2023 Treatment Endorsement Permits 0-1999 gpd 

RVSA Number Date Applicant's Name Municipality 

2752 - 23 - CL 08/23/23 9 Harold Avenue LLC Clark 

2753 - 23 - WB 09/05/23 Manmohan Patel Woodbridge 

2754 - 23 - WF 09/11/23 Su Ying Liao Westfield 

2755 - 23 - WB 09/12/23 Solar Prism LLC Woodbridge 

2756 - 23 - WB 09/12/23 Sukhwinder Singh / Pabla Builders LLC Woodbridge 

2757 - 23 - WF 09/18/23 Elshiekh Enterprises LLC Westfield 

 
A resolution authorizing James M. Meehan to endorse these applications is on the agenda. 
 
Municipal Monthly Collection System Reports 
The following Reports were received since the last regular meeting: 

Garwood – August 2023 
 Mountainside – August 2023 
 Rahway – August 2023 
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 Scotch Plains – August 2023 
 Woodbridge – August 2023 
 
Plant O&M Update 
Mr. Meehan stated that the Plant has been running well, with no issues regarding 
permitting or compliance to report.  He also stated that welding work on the Authority’s 
Dryer has finally begun, though it is unsure when the work will be completed. 
 
Collection System O&M Update 
Ms. Thevenin stated that she had spoken with Mr. Roth of Greenbaum, Rowe, Smith & 
Davis and it was decided that we would issue another Notice of Noncompliance to Sunrise 
Pharmaceuticals, which her and the attorney believe would be in the Authority’s best 
interest. 
 
Alternative/Special Projects 
Since this matter involves ongoing negotiations, an update will be provided in Closed 
Session. 
 
Contract #204 – Repair of Komline Dryer Agitator Shaft Assemblies 
At the June Board meeting, the Commissioners awarded an Extraordinary Unspecifiable 
Services (EUS) Contract in the amount of $300,000 for the repair of the Authority’s Dryer.  
It has since been determined that the repairs would cost an additional $85,890, for an 
amended total contract amount of $385,890.  A Supplemental EUS Declaration has been 
certified by Doug Reno, and a resolution approving this amendment is on the agenda. 
 
Mr. Reno explained that the original quote was received from the welder instead of from 
Komline, so it did not include any of Komline’s administrative fees.  He stated that these 
fees allow Komline to oversee the work and ensure that the welding is done according to 
specification. 
 
Contract #2402 – Interceptor Sewer Cleaning, Equipment Rental & Inspection 
Four bids were received on September 12th as follows: 
 

 Vendor      Amount 
 All American Sewer Service, Inc.   $136,750 
 Lodi, NJ  
 

 McVac Environmental Services, Inc.  $168,000 
 Laurence Harbor, NJ 
 

 Montana Construction Corp., Inc.   $409,440 
 Lodi, NJ  
  

 National Water Main Cleaning Co.   $136,650 
 Kearny, NJ 
 

The low bid was reviewed and found to be in order.  Doug Reno recommends awarding 
this contract to National Water Main in the amount of $136,650 for a two-year period, 
which represents a 3.15% decrease from the previous contract.  Action to award is on 
the agenda under New Business. 
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Contract #2405 – Service for CAT Engines 
One bid was received on September 12th as follows: 
 

 Vendor      Amount 
 Foley, Inc.      $683,718.56 
 Piscataway, NJ  
 

The bid was reviewed and found to be in order.  Doug Reno recommends awarding this 
contract to Foley, Inc. in the amount of $700,000 for a two-year period, which represents 
a 0% change from the previous contract.  Action to award is on the agenda under New 
Business. 
 
Contract #2406 – Parts for CAT Engines 
The Authority intends to award a contract to Foley, Inc. for Caterpillar Engine Parts 
through its membership in the Sourcewell National cooperative.  Doug Reno recommends 
award of this contract in the amount of $600,000.00 for a two-year period, a 0% change 
from the current contract.  The Purchasing Agent concurs, and action to award is on the 
agenda under New Business. 
 
Contract #2407 – UV System Replacement Parts 
One bid was received from First Light Technologies for three of the 41 replacement parts 
specified.  As they did not comply with the requirements of the bid specification, Dennis 
Estis recommends rejecting the bid from First Light.  A resolution to reject this bid is on 
the agenda; and the contract will be re-bid shortly. 
 
2024 Professional Service Contracts 
The Authority received proposals for its 2024 Professional Service Contracts; the 
proposals for a one-year contract term are as follows: 

2024 Professional Service Contracts (01/01/24 – 12/31/24) 

# Firm Contract Name 
2024 

Amount 
 Change 
from CY 

2408 CDM Smith, Inc. Consulting Engineer Services $134,600 1.49% 

2409 PS&S Special Project Engineering Svc $50,000 0% 

2411 Premier Technologies Computer Programming/Eng. $53,220 0% 

2412 Optimum Controls Corp. PLC Programming/Engineering $120,000 2.13% 

2413 Greenbaum, Rowe, Smith General Counsel Services $131,100 4.80% 

2414 Hatfield Schwartz LLC Labor Counsel Services $49,875 1.79% 

2415 Hawkins, Delafield & Wood Bond Counsel Services $48,750 0% 

2416 Hawkins, Delafield & Wood PPP Legal Oversight Services $140,000 2.94% 

2417 NW Financial Group, LLC Financial Advisory Services $20,500 0% 

2418 Suplee, Clooney & Co. Accounting & Auditing Services $45,850 10.75% 

2419 Aqua Pro-Tech Labs Laboratory Services $88,419 *31.56% 

 
*The 2024 RFP for Laboratory Services was revised to include increased quantities for 
specific tests, including sulfate testing for the food waste process.  The actual amount of 
testing to be conducted will be based on the operational needs of the Authority. 
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The proposals were reviewed by the Purchasing Agent and found to be in order.  James 
Meehan has also reviewed the proposals and recommends the award of all Contracts; 
and action is on the agenda under New Business. 
 
Mr. Greet asked for an explanation on the almost 11% increase for Contract #2418.  Ms. 
DeCarlo stated that Suplee, Clooney had increased their hourly rates for 2024.  Ms. 
Musialowicz explained that this is uncommon for them, and could be due to large benefit 
increases like we have been seeing.  However, she stated, we typically do not utilize all 
of the hours in this Contract. 
 
Sewer Connection 
The Authority received a Sewer Connection Application from WC South Urban Renewal 
LLC on behalf of Elite Properties, for property located at 317 & 338 Windsor Avenue in 
Westfield.  The application is for Westfield Crossing, South Side, which will consist of 13 
one-bedroom, 22 two-bedroom, and two three-bedroom apartments.  The proposed 
discharge from the property is 5,471 gpd (0.005471 mgd) of flow.  The application was 
reviewed by John Buonocore and was found to be in order; and action authorizing its 
endorsement is on the agenda. 
 
Reverse Auction for Natural Gas Supply 
The Authority’s current Natural Gas contracts will be expiring in the coming months; 
therefore, a resolution has been placed on the agenda to authorize a reverse online 
auction with EMEX, LLC.  The auction has been scheduled for October 3, 2023, and the 
award of any Natural Gas Supply contracts resulting from the auction will be ratified at 
the next regular meeting. 
 
Mr. Meehan stated that since it looks like energy costs will be going up, it is in the 
Authority’s best interest to do this soon. 
 

Monthly Reports 
The Monthly Operations, IPP, Flow Rights, and User Charge Reports were received and 
forwarded to the Commissioners for review. 
 
Mr. Mazzarella asked Mr. Meehan for an update on the Cogen Facility.  Mr. Meehan stated 
that it is running well, with one engine currently in use and producing 50-60% of the 
Plants energy.  Mr. Reno stated that Engine #3 is now able to run on natural gas but is 
still unable to run on biogas, so it will need to be reprogrammed; and we will be holding 
payment until it is fully back up and running.  He also stated that Engine #2 is currently 
being rebuilt, and payment for the labor is also being held until the Engine is able to pass 
emissions testing. 
 
 
 
 
Report of Consulting Engineer 
Howard Matteson, Consulting Engineer from the firm CDM Smith, submitted the following 
report for work activities for the month of August 2023 and through the date of this 
report. 
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A. Retainer Services 
During the period, CDM Smith prepared the monthly report for August 2023 and 
attended the August 2023 Board Meeting.  

 

B. Miscellaneous Engineering Services 
During the period, CDM Smith performed the following: 

◼ Started development of cured-in-place-pipe (CIPP) technical specifications.  Mr. 
Matteson stated that this will help Ms. Thevenin with coordinating repairs. 

◼ Coordinated with staff on use of Interceptor model to calculate wet weather 
flow metrics for each member community for 2021 and 2022. 

◼ Coordinated with Longo Electric to obtain preliminary drawings of VFDs for 
MIPS. 

 
C. Influent Bar Screen Replacement 

During the period, CDM Smith performed the following: 

◼ Provided comments on proposed hydraulic gate actuators. 

◼ Processed shop drawing submittals. 

 
D. Woodbridge Spur Permitting 

During the period, CDM Smith performed the following: 

◼ Scheduled a call for September 20, 2023 with new reviewers from DEP Division 
of Land Resource Protection on revised draft application for Area Specific and 
Activity Specific criteria related to Freshwater Wetlands and Flood Hazard Area 
permit submissions.  Mr. Matteson stated that he is hoping this process will go 
faster now that we have two new reviewers. 

 

E. Electrical Maintenance and Testing Assistance 
During the period, CDM Smith performed the following: 

◼ Held Kickoff Meeting with staff and started development of the solicitation for 
subcontract testing services. Began coordination with RVSA staff on 
prioritization of activities related to equipment to be tested. 

 

 
 

Report of General Counsel 
Dennis Estis, General Counsel from the firm Greenbaum, Rowe, Smith & Davis, submitted 
the following report for the period August 17, 2023 through September 21, 2023. 

 
1. Revisions to the Underlying Agreement 

No change.  Mr. Estis stated that prior to finalizing and printing the 2021 
Agreement, the plan is to finish updates on the Authority’s Rules and Regulations. 
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2. Local Contracts Law/Open Public Meetings Act   
No change. 
 

3. Siphon – Rahway – Union County Park   
I am still in the process of dealing with Rahway’s counsel.  Hopefully, this will be 
resolved before the end of the month. 
 

4. Occidental Chemical  
No change. 
 

5. Metro Compliance   
No change. 
 

6. Quala / QDI 
No change. 
 

7. Sunrise Pharmaceuticals 
Mr. Estis stated that Ms. Thevenin provided an update on this matter earlier this 
evening. 

 

 

Committee Reports 

Chairman:  Are there reports from any of the following Committees? 

 
 
Engineering Committee (Edward Gottko, Committee Chairman) 
A resolution has been added to the agenda to schedule a hearing for modifying the 
Authority’s Rules & Regulations.  The hearing is scheduled for October 19, 2023, and is 
a necessary step in implementing the Authority’s proposed Connection Fee Program. 
 

Finance Committee (Loren Harms, Committee Chairman) 
The Finance Committee met earlier this evening to review the Bills & Claims; and action 
is on the agenda under Bills & Claims.   
 

Personnel Committee (Robert Rachlin, Committee Chairman) 
The Personnel Committee met earlier this evening to discuss the Executive Director 
position.  Mr. Rachlin reported that there are four definite candidates so far, and a fifth 
person who submitted a resume but did not respond when the Staff reached out.  He 
stated that the Personnel Committee would like to hold its first round of interviews on 
the evening of October 5th.  Mr. Szpond explained that the Committee plans to hold the 
first round of interviews to narrow down the candidates, have a second round of 
interviews to go more in-depth, and then bring the Committee’s recommendation for the 
best candidate to the Board no later than the November meeting.  Mr. Mazzarella asked 

Committee Chairman 02/2023 – 02/2024 Committee Members 

Engineering Edward Gottko Michael Gelin Stephen Greet Frank Mazzarella 

Finance Loren Harms Chris Kolibas Robert Rachlin John Tomaine 

Legal John Tomaine Stephen Greet Loren Harms Frank Mazzarella 

Personnel Robert Rachlin Michael Furci Edward Gottko Raymond Szpond 

PR / Media Stephen Greet TBD TBD TBD 
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if the other Board Members will have the opportunity to ask questions to the candidate; 
Mr. Meehan replied yes.  Mr. Szpond stated that the Personnel Committee plans to 
present its recommendation to the Board while the top candidate is present; and at that 
time, the Commissioners are welcome to ask any questions. 
 
 

Unfinished Business 

None. 
 
 

 

New Business 

Mr. Gottko offered five resolutions. 

1. Resolution #23-40 – Authorizing Endorsement on a Sewer Connection for WC 
South Urban Renewal in Westfield 

 

Motion: Mr. Gottko 
Second: Mr. Rachlin 
 

The motion was approved by those present. 
 

RESOLUTION #23-40 
WHEREAS, WC South Urban Renewal LLC has submitted a Treatment Works Sewer Connection 
Construction and Discharge Permit Application on behalf of Elite Properties, for property located 
at 317 & 338 Windsor Avenue in Westfield, New Jersey; and 

WHEREAS, the Application is for Westfield Crossing, South Side, which will consist of 13 one-
bedroom, 22 two-bedroom, and two three-bedroom apartments, with a proposed flow of 5,471 
gpd (0.005471 mgd); and 

WHEREAS, the flow from the foregoing connection will not cause the Rahway Valley Sewerage 
Authority to exceed its permitted flow of 40 mgd; and 

WHEREAS, the application has been reviewed by John Buonocore, Assistant Director/Chief 
Engineer, and was found to be in order. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority that it hereby 
accepts and approves endorsement on the aforesaid application. 

 

2. Resolution #23-41 – Amending EUS Contract #204 for Dryer Repair Services 
with Komline-Sanderson  

 

Motion: Mr. Gottko 
Second: Mr. Tomaine  
 

The motion was approved by those present. 
 

RESOLUTION #23-41 
WHEREAS, the Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority (“Authority”) adopted Resolution #23-15 
on June 15, 2023 for the award of an Extraordinary Unspecifiable Service required for 
equipment repair services relating to the Komline-Sanderson 15W-3000 Dryer; and 

WHEREAS, at the time that the Resolution was adopted, it was believed that the EUS could 
be performed for an amount not to exceed $300,000.00; and 
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WHEREAS, it has since been determined that the work involved would cost an estimated 
amount of $385,890.00; and 

WHEREAS, the original Certification for EUS has been supplemented to reflect the additional 
costs involved.   

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Commissioners of the Rahway Valley Sewerage 
Authority hereby authorize an amendment to Contract #204 with Komline-Sanderson 
Corporation for a total amount not to exceed $385,890.00; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a Notice of Award will be published in accordance with law. 

 

3. Resolution #23-42 – Establishing Hearing for Amending the RVSA Rules & 
Regulations 

 

Motion: Mr. Gottko 
Second: Mr. Rachlin 
 

Discussion: Mr. Estis stated that the resolution should be amended to include a 
start time, and recommended scheduling the hearing to take place 
at 7:00 PM after the October Regular Meeting so that all 
Commissioners may be present. 

 

Mr. Gottko made a motion to approve the resolution as amended.  The motion was 
approved by Mr. Mazzarella and approved by those present. 
 

RESOLUTION #23-42 
WHEREAS, the Commissioners of the Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority (“RVSA”) have previously 
adopted Rules and Regulations concerning discharges into the RVSA Wastewater Collection and 
Treatment System (“Rules and Regulations”); and  

WHEREAS, the Commissioners adopted the Ninth Revision to the Rules and Regulations on or 
about December 14, 2017, which became effective January 1, 2018; and 

WHEREAS, the Commissioners are considering amending the Rules and Regulations to provide for 
connection fees for connection to the RVSA System by owners of properties located in the Member 
Municipalities that shall connect directly to or cause to be connected directly to, or alter or cause 
to be altered, or operate any device, Facility, structure, equipment or works for the collection, 
treatment, or discharge of wastewater, including any connection as defined in Section 102.1 of 
the RVSA Rules and Regulations; and 

WHEREAS, RVSA reserves the right to promulgate changes to the Rules and Regulations as set 
forth in Section 106 of the Rules and Regulations; and  

WHEREAS, Section 201 of the Rules and Regulations provides for connection into the RVSA System 
and requiring the filing an application to construct a connection and obtaining approval from the 
RVSA; and 

WHEREAS, recent revisions to the New Jersey statutes, specifically N.J.S.A. 40:14A-8, allows for 
regional sewerage authorities to impose connection fees as a way to recoup debt service previously 
paid by current ratepayers for capital costs expended by RVSA; and 

WHEREAS, the new connection fees to be charged, in accordance with the recently adopted 
statute, is to be calculated by totaling all debt service paid by RVSA as of the end of the immediately 
preceding fiscal year and dividing it by the “total number of service units” served by RVSA “at the 
end of the immediately preceding fiscal year”; and 

WHEREAS, in order for the Commissioners to consider adopting such connection fees and revising 
the Rules and Regulations, a hearing must be conducted and notice of such hearing must be filed 
at least twenty (20) days prior to the hearing itself (1) by mailing, regular mail and certified mail, 
to the Clerk of each Member Municipality a notice setting forth the time and place of the hearing 



RVSA Regular Meeting – Minutes September 21, 2023 

 

-12- 

and the right of any person to cross-examine any of the witnesses at the hearing and (2) by 
publishing a notice of the proposed amendment and the time and place of the hearing in at least 
two newspapers in general circulation in the areas serviced by the RVSA; and 

WHEREAS, the hearing shall be conducted in accordance with the requirements of the United 
States Environmental Protection Administration as set forth in 40CFR25, if required, and the laws 
of the State of New Jersey. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Commissioners of the Rahway Valley Sewerage 
Authority that a hearing is to be conducted on October 19, 2023 at 7:00 P.M.; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a notice, as described above, be sent to the Clerks of each of the 
Member Municipalities and be published in at least two newspapers in general circulation in the 
areas serviced by the RVSA, which notice shall include the date and time of the hearing and the 
proposed amendment to the Rules and Regulations related to the connection fees to be adopted; 
and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that at the hearing, evidence shall be submitted supporting the 
proposed adjustment to the service charges, i.e. connection fees, and that such adjustment is 
necessary and reasonable; and  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that opportunity shall be provided for cross-examination of persons 
offering such evidence on behalf of the amendment and shall have the opportunity to submit 
evidence in opposition to the amendment; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a transcript of the hearing shall be made by a certified court 
reporter and a recording shall be made of the hearing, with both being available upon request by 
any interested party at a reasonable fee; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that copies of the proposed changes to the Rules and Regulations 
under consideration shall be available at the hearing and shall also be available from the RVSA; 
and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that subsequent to the holding of the hearing, the RVSA 
Commissioners shall review the evidence presented at the hearing, including any cross-
examination of any witnesses and presentation of any testimony in opposition to the amendment 
and shall consider whether to adopt a formal Resolution amending the Rules and Regulations 
pursuant to New Jersey Statute. 

 

4. Resolution #23-43 – Award of Contract #2402 – Interceptor Sewer Cleaning, 
Equipment Rental & Inspection Services to National Water Main Cleaning Co. 
 

Motion: Mr. Gottko 
Second: Mr. Rachlin 
 

The motion was approved by those present. 
 

RESOLUTION #23-43 
WHEREAS, the Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority (“Authority”) solicited bids for Contract #2402 
– Interceptor Sewer Cleaning, Equipment Rental & Inspection Services, and received bids on 
September 12, 2023; and 

WHEREAS, the Authority received four bids which were reviewed by the Purchasing Agent; and 

WHEREAS, the lowest responsive and responsible bid was received from National Water Main 
Cleaning Company of Kearny, NJ, with a total amount of $136,650.00; and 

WHEREAS, the Plant Superintendent and Purchasing Agent recommend the award of this contract 
to National Water Main Cleaning Company; and 

WHEREAS, the Secretary-Treasurer of the Authority, who is the Chief Financial Officer, hereby 
certifies that the necessary funds for said contract are available in the Annual Budget. 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Commissioners of the Rahway Valley Sewerage 
Authority hereby authorize the award of Contract #2402 – Interceptor Sewer Cleaning, Equipment 
Rental & Inspection Services to National Water Main Cleaning Company for a term of Two (2) 
Years and the amount of $136,650.00; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Executive Director is hereby authorized to execute said 
contract. 

 

5. Resolution #23-44 – Award of Contract #2405 – Service for CAT Engines to 
Foley, Inc. 
 

Motion: Mr. Gottko 
Second: Mr. Tomaine 
 

The motion was approved by those present. 
 

RESOLUTION #23-44 
WHEREAS, the Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority (“Authority”) solicited bids for Contract #2405 
– Service for CAT Engines, and received bids on September 12, 2023; and 

WHEREAS, the Authority received one bid which was reviewed by the Purchasing Agent and found 
to be responsive and responsible; and 

WHEREAS, the sole bid was received from Foley, Inc. of Piscataway, NJ, for a total cost of 
$683,718.56; and 

WHEREAS, the Plant Superintendent and Purchasing Agent recommend the award of this contract 
to Foley, Inc. and 

WHEREAS, the Secretary-Treasurer of the Authority, who is the Chief Financial Officer, hereby 
certifies that the necessary funds for said contract are available in the Annual Budget. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Commissioners of the Rahway Valley Sewerage 
Authority hereby authorize the award of Contract #2405 – Service for CAT Engines to Foley, Inc. 
for a term of Two (2) Years and the amount of $700,000.00; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Executive Director is hereby authorized to execute said 
contract. 

 

Mr. Greet offered five resolutions. 

1. Resolution #23-45 – Award of Contract #2406 – Parts for CAT Engines to Foley 
Inc. 
 

Motion: Mr. Greet 
Second: Mr. Rachlin 
 

The motion was approved by those present. 
 

RESOLUTION #23-45 
WHEREAS, the Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority (“Authority”) was authorized by Resolution 
#15-24 to become a member of the National Joint Powers Alliance (“NJPA”), which is now formally 
known as Sourcewell; and  

WHEREAS, Sourcewell is established as a public agency and serves agencies across the United 
States and Canada as a national municipal contracting agency; and  

WHEREAS, the purpose of joining a national cooperative was to purchase various goods and 
services at a cost savings to the Authority; and  

WHEREAS, Sourcewell has entered into a contract with Foley, Inc. through a Fair and Open 
Process, in accordance with N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20, et seq.; and 



RVSA Regular Meeting – Minutes September 21, 2023 

 

-14- 

WHEREAS, the Authority Staff recommends entering into Contract #2406 – Parts for CAT Engines 
with authorized dealer Foley, Inc. pursuant to the proposal submitted by Caterpillar, Inc. under 
Sourcewell Contract #092222-CAT; and  

WHEREAS, the Authority desires to award Contract #2406 for a two-year term in the amount of 
$600,000.00; and 

WHEREAS, the Secretary-Treasurer of the Authority, who is the Chief Financial Officer, hereby 
certifies that the necessary funds for said contract are available in the Annual Budget. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Commissioners of the Rahway Valley Sewerage 
Authority that the Executive Director be and is hereby authorized to execute Contract #2406 – 
Parts for CAT Engines with Foley, Inc. of Piscataway, NJ, 08855, through the Authority’s Sourcewell 
membership, for a total contract amount not to exceed $600,000.00; and  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution will be maintained in the Office of the 
Purchasing Agent and made available for public inspection. 

 

2. Resolution #23-46 – Rejecting Bids for Contract #2407 – UV System 
Replacement Parts 
 

Motion: Mr. Greet 
Second: Mr. Gottko 
 

The motion was approved by those present. 
 

RESOLUTION #23-46 
WHEREAS, the Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority (“Authority”) solicited bids for Contract 
#2407 – UV System Replacement Parts, and received bids on September 12, 2023; and 

WHEREAS, the Authority received one bid from First Light Technologies, Inc.; and 

WHEREAS, it has been determined that First Light Technologies failed to comply with the bid 
specifications by not submitting the required Request for Substitutions as outlined in the bid 
specifications; and 

WHEREAS, the Authority’s Attorney recommends the rejection of this bid due to non-
compliance with the bid specifications. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Commissioners of the Rahway Valley Sewerage 
Authority hereby reject the bid submitted by First Light Technologies, Inc. for Contract #2407 
– UV System Replacement Parts; and  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Authority will commence the rebidding process for 
Contract #2407. 

 

3. Resolution #23-47 – Award of Contract #2408 – Consulting Engineer Services 
to CDM Smith, Inc. 

 

Motion: Mr. Greet 
Second: Mr. Gottko 
 

The motion was approved by those present. 
 

RESOLUTION #23-47 
WHEREAS, the Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority (“Authority”) received a proposal from CDM 
Smith Inc. of Edison, NJ for Consulting Engineer Services; and 

WHEREAS, such services are considered Professional Services, which pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-
5(1)(a)(i) are exempt from public advertising for bids, however, the Authority solicited a proposal 
based on non-fair and open process; and 
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WHEREAS, the Authority wishes to enter into Contract #2408 – Consulting Engineer Services with 
CDM Smith Inc. based on the proposal received; and 

WHEREAS, the Purchasing Agent has received a Business Entity Disclosure Certification and has 
certified a Determination of Value, therefore permitting the award of this contract in accordance 
with N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.5; and 

WHEREAS, the proposal reflects the hourly rates of $215.00 for Senior Engineer, $112.00 for Junior 
Engineer, $182.00 for Project Manager, and $101.00 for Secretary, for services as outlined in the 
RFP and proposal, with a total not to exceed amount of $134,600.00; and 

WHEREAS, the Secretary-Treasurer of the Authority hereby certifies that the necessary funds for 
said contract will be budgeted for in the Annual Budget. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Commissioners of the Rahway Valley Sewerage 
Authority hereby authorize the award of Professional Service Contract #2408 – Consulting 
Engineer Services to CDM Smith Inc. for a term of one (1) year and a total amount not to exceed 
$134,600.00; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Executive Director is hereby authorized to execute said 
contract, and a Notice of Award will be published in accordance with law. 

 

4. Resolution #23-48 – Award of Contract #2409 – Special Project Engineering 
Services to PS&S 

 

Motion: Mr. Greet 
Second: Mr. Rachlin 
 

The motion was approved by those present. 
 

RESOLUTION #23-48 
WHEREAS, the Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority (“Authority”) received a proposal from Paulus, 
Sokolowski and Sartor, LLC (“PS&S”) of Warren, NJ for Special Project Engineering Services; and 

WHEREAS, such services are considered Professional Services, which pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-
5(1)(a)(i) are exempt from public advertising for bids, however, the Authority solicited a proposal 
based on non-fair and open process; and 

WHEREAS, the Authority wishes to enter into Contract #2409 – Special Project Engineering 
Services with PS&S based on the proposal received; and 

WHEREAS, the Purchasing Agent has received a Business Entity Disclosure Certification and has 
certified a Determination of Value, therefore permitting the award of this contract in accordance 
with N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.5; and 

WHEREAS, the proposal reflects the hourly rates of $180.00-235.00 for Senior Engineer, $155.00-
165.00 for Junior Engineer, $210.00-235.00 for Project Manager, $95.00 for Secretary, and a 
blended hourly rate of $195.00, with a total amount of $109,500.00; and 

WHEREAS, the Secretary-Treasurer of the Authority hereby certifies that the necessary funds for 
said contract will be budgeted for in the Annual Budget. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Commissioners of the Rahway Valley Sewerage 
Authority hereby authorize the award of Professional Service Contract #2409 – Special Project 
Engineering Services to Paulus, Sokolowski and Sartor, LLC for a term of one (1) year and a total 
amount of $50,000.00; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Executive Director is hereby authorized to execute said 
contract, and a Notice of Award will be published in accordance with law. 

 

5. Resolution #23-49 – Award of Contract #2411 – Computer Programming & 
Engineering Services to Premier Technology Solutions 
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Motion: Mr. Greet 
Second: Mr. Gottko 
 

The motion was approved by those present. 
 

RESOLUTION #23-49 
WHEREAS, the Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority (“Authority”) received a proposal from Premier 
Technology Solutions, LLC of Southampton, PA for Computer Programming & Engineering 
Services; and 

WHEREAS, such services are considered Professional Services, which pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-
5(1)(a)(i) are exempt from public advertising for bids, however, the Authority solicited a proposal 
based on non-fair and open process; and 

WHEREAS, the Authority wishes to enter into Contract #2411 – Computer Programming & 
Engineering Services with Premier Technology Solutions, LLC based on the proposal received; and 

WHEREAS, the Purchasing Agent has received a Business Entity Disclosure Certification and has 
certified a Determination of Value, therefore permitting the award of this contract in accordance 
with N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.5; and 

WHEREAS, the proposal reflects the hourly rates of $110.00 for project work and engineering, 
$140.00 for software application development, and $100.00 for cabling and infrastructure work, 
as outlined in the RFP and proposal, with a total not to exceed amount of $53,220.00; and 

WHEREAS, the Secretary-Treasurer of the Authority hereby certifies that the necessary funds for 
said contract will be budgeted for in the Annual Budget. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Commissioners of the Rahway Valley Sewerage 
Authority hereby authorize the award of Professional Service Contract #2411 – Computer 
Programming & Engineering Services to Premier Technology Solutions, LLC for a term of one (1) 
year and a total amount not to exceed $53,220.00; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Executive Director is hereby authorized to execute said 
contract, and a Notice of Award will be published in accordance with law. 

 

 

Mr. Mazzarella offered five resolutions. 

1. Resolution #23-50 – Award of Contract #2412 – PLC Programming & 
Engineering Services to Optimum Controls Corporation 
 

Motion: Mr. Mazzarella 
Second: Mr. Greet 
 

The motion was approved by those present. 
 

RESOLUTION #23-50 
WHEREAS, the Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority (“Authority”) received a proposal from Optimum 
Controls Corporation of Reading, PA for PLC Programming & Engineering Services; and 

WHEREAS, such services are considered Professional Services, which pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-
5(1)(a)(i) are exempt from public advertising for bids, however, the Authority solicited a proposal 
based on non-fair and open process; and 

WHEREAS, the Authority wishes to enter into Contract #2412 – PLC Programming & Engineering 
Services with Optimum Controls Corporation based on the proposal received; and 

WHEREAS, the Purchasing Agent has received a Business Entity Disclosure Certification and has 
certified a Determination of Value, therefore permitting the award of this contract in accordance 
with N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.5; and 
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WHEREAS, the proposal reflects the hourly rates of $155.00 for Principal Engineer, $105.00 for 
Electrical Engineer Level 2, $125.00 for Senior PLC Programmer, and $95.00 for Senior 
Instrumentation & Control Technician, for services as outlined in the RFP and proposal, with a total 
not to exceed amount of $120,000.00; and 

WHEREAS, the Secretary-Treasurer of the Authority hereby certifies that the necessary funds for 
said contract will be budgeted for in the Annual Budget. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Commissioners of the Rahway Valley Sewerage 
Authority hereby authorize the award of Professional Service Contract #2412 – PLC Programming 
& Engineering Services to Optimum Controls Corporation for a term of one (1) year and a total 
amount not to exceed $120,000.00; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Executive Director is hereby authorized to execute said 
contract, and a Notice of Award will be published in accordance with law. 

 

2. Resolution #23-51 – Award of Contract #2413 – General Counsel Services to 
Greenbaum, Rowe, Smith & Davis 

 

Motion: Mr. Mazzarella 
Second: Mr. Rachlin 
 

The motion was approved by those present. 
 

RESOLUTION #23-51 
WHEREAS, the Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority (“Authority”) received a proposal from 
Greenbaum, Rowe, Smith & Davis of Woodbridge, NJ for General Counsel Services; and 

WHEREAS, such services are considered Professional Services, which pursuant to N.J.S.A. 
40A:11-5(1)(a)(i) are exempt from public advertising for bids, however, the Authority solicited 
a proposal based on non-fair and open process; and 

WHEREAS, the Authority wishes to enter into Contract #2413 – General Counsel Services with 
Greenbaum, Rowe, Smith & Davis based on the proposal received; and 

WHEREAS, the Purchasing Agent has received a Business Entity Disclosure Certification and 
has certified a Determination of Value, therefore permitting the award of this contract in 
accordance with N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.5; and 

WHEREAS, the proposal reflects the hourly rates of $254.00 for Partner/Attorney, $189.00 for 
Associate Attorney, and $126.00 for Paralegal, for services as outlined in the RFP and proposal, 
with a total not to exceed amount of $131,100.00; and 

WHEREAS, the Secretary-Treasurer of the Authority hereby certifies that the necessary funds 
for said contract will be budgeted for in the Annual Budget. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Commissioners of the Rahway Valley Sewerage 
Authority hereby authorize the award of Professional Service Contract #2413 – General 
Counsel Services to Greenbaum, Rowe, Smith & Davis for a term of one (1) year and a total 
amount not to exceed $131,100.00; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Executive Director is hereby authorized to execute said 
contract, and a Notice of Award will be published in accordance with law. 

 

3. Resolution #23-52 – Award of Contract #2414 – Labor Counsel Services to 
Hatfield Schwartz LLC 

 

Motion: Mr. Mazzarella 
Second: Mr. Gottko 
 

The motion was approved by those present. 
 



RVSA Regular Meeting – Minutes September 21, 2023 

 

-18- 

RESOLUTION #23-52 
WHEREAS, the Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority (“Authority”) received a proposal from 
Hatfield Schwartz LLC of Cedar Knolls, NJ for Labor Counsel Services; and 

WHEREAS, such services are considered Professional Services, which pursuant to N.J.S.A. 
40A:11-5(1)(a)(i) are exempt from public advertising for bids, however, the Authority solicited 
a proposal based on non-fair and open process; and 

WHEREAS, the Authority wishes to enter into Contract #2414 – Labor Counsel Services with 
Hatfield Schwartz LLC based on the proposal received; and 

WHEREAS, the Purchasing Agent has received a Business Entity Disclosure Certification and 
has certified a Determination of Value, therefore permitting the award of this contract in 
accordance with N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.5; and 

WHEREAS, the proposal reflects the hourly rates of $175.00 for Partner/Attorney, and $165.00 
for Associate Attorney, for services as outlined in the RFP and proposal, with a total not to 
exceed amount of $49,875.00; and 

WHEREAS, the Secretary-Treasurer of the Authority hereby certifies that the necessary funds 
for said contract will be budgeted for in the Annual Budget. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Commissioners of the Rahway Valley Sewerage 
Authority hereby authorize the award of Professional Service Contract #2414 – Labor Counsel 
Services to Hatfield Schwartz LLC for a term of one (1) year and a total amount not to exceed 
$49,875.00; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Executive Director is hereby authorized to execute said 
contract, and a Notice of Award will be published in accordance with law. 

 

4. Resolution #23-53 – Award of Contract #2415 – Bond Counsel Services to 
Hawkins, Delafield & Wood 
 

Motion: Mr. Mazzarella 
Second: Mr. Rachlin 
 

The motion was approved by those present. 
 

RESOLUTION #23-53 
WHEREAS, the Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority (“Authority”) received a proposal from 
Hawkins, Delafield & Wood, LLP of Newark, NJ for Bond Counsel Services; and 

WHEREAS, such services are considered Professional Services, which pursuant to N.J.S.A. 
40A:11-5(1)(a)(i) are exempt from public advertising for bids, however, the Authority solicited 
a proposal based on non-fair and open process; and 

WHEREAS, the Authority wishes to enter into Contract #2415 – Bond Counsel Services with 
Hawkins, Delafield & Wood, LLP based on the proposal received; and 

WHEREAS, the Purchasing Agent has received a Business Entity Disclosure Certification and 
has certified a Determination of Value, therefore permitting the award of this contract in 
accordance with N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.5; and 

WHEREAS, the proposal reflects the hourly rates of $325.00 for Partner, $245.00 for Associate, 
$95.00 for Paralegal, and a $295.00 blended rate, for services as outlined in the RFP and 
proposal, with a total not to exceed amount of $48,750.00; and 

WHEREAS, the Secretary-Treasurer of the Authority hereby certifies that the necessary funds 
for said contract will be budgeted for in the Annual Budget. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Commissioners of the Rahway Valley Sewerage 
Authority hereby authorize the award of Professional Service Contract #2415 – Bond Counsel 
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Services to Hawkins, Delafield & Wood, LLP for a term of one (1) year and a total amount not 
to exceed $48,750.00; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Executive Director is hereby authorized to execute said 
contract, and a Notice of Award will be published in accordance with law. 

 

5. Resolution #23-54 – Award of Contract #2416 – PPP Legal Oversight Services 
to Hawkins, Delafield & Wood 
 

Motion: Mr. Mazzarella 
Second: Mr. Rachlin 
 

The motion was approved by those present. 
 

RESOLUTION #23-54 
WHEREAS, the Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority (“Authority”) received a proposal from 
Hawkins, Delafield & Wood, LLP of Newark, NJ for PPP Legal Oversight Services; and 

WHEREAS, such services are considered Professional Services, which pursuant to N.J.S.A. 
40A:11-5(1)(a)(i) are exempt from public advertising for bids, however, the Authority solicited 
a proposal based on non-fair and open process; and 

WHEREAS, the Authority wishes to enter into Contract #2416 – PPP Legal Oversight Services 
with Hawkins, Delafield & Wood, LLP based on the proposal received; and 

WHEREAS, the Purchasing Agent has received a Business Entity Disclosure Certification and 
has certified a Determination of Value, therefore permitting the award of this contract in 
accordance with N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.5; and 

WHEREAS, the proposal reflects a blended rate of $350.00 per hour for services as outlined in 
the RFP and proposal, with a total not to exceed amount of $140,000.00; and 

WHEREAS, the Secretary-Treasurer of the Authority hereby certifies that the necessary funds 
for said contract will be budgeted for in the Annual Budget. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Commissioners of the Rahway Valley Sewerage 
Authority hereby authorize the award of Professional Service Contract #2416 – PPP Legal 
Oversight Services to Hawkins, Delafield & Wood, LLP for a term of one (1) year and a total 
amount not to exceed $140,000.00; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Executive Director is hereby authorized to execute said 
contract, and a Notice of Award will be published in accordance with law. 

 

Mr. Harms offered five resolutions. 

1. Resolution #23-55 – Award of Contract #2417 – Financial Advisory Services to 
NW Financial Group 
 

Motion: Mr. Harms 
Second: Mr. Gottko 
 

The motion was approved by those present. 
 

RESOLUTION #23-55 
WHEREAS, the Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority (“Authority”) received a proposal from NW 
Financial Group, LLC of Hoboken, NJ for Financial Advisory Services; and 

WHEREAS, such services are considered Professional Services, which pursuant to N.J.S.A. 
40A:11-5(1)(a)(i) are exempt from public advertising for bids, however, the Authority solicited 
a proposal based on non-fair and open process; and 
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WHEREAS, the Authority wishes to enter into Contract #2417 – Financial Advisory Services 
with NW Financial Group, LLC based on the proposal received; and 

WHEREAS, the Purchasing Agent has received a Business Entity Disclosure Certification and 
has certified a Determination of Value, therefore permitting the award of this contract in 
accordance with N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.5; and 

WHEREAS, the proposal reflects the hourly rate of $250.00 for Principal, for services as 
outlined in the RFP and proposal, with a total not to exceed amount of $20,500.00; and 

WHEREAS, the Secretary-Treasurer of the Authority hereby certifies that the necessary funds 
for said contract will be budgeted for in the Annual Budget. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Commissioners of the Rahway Valley Sewerage 
Authority hereby authorize the award of Professional Service Contract #2417 – Financial 
Advisory Services to NW Financial Group, LLC for a term of one (1) year and a total amount 
not to exceed $20,500.00; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Executive Director is hereby authorized to execute said 
contract, and a Notice of Award will be published in accordance with law. 

 

2. Resolution #23-56 – Award of Contract #2418 – Accounting & Auditing Services 
to Suplee, Clooney & Company 

 

Motion: Mr. Harms 
Second: Mr. Mazzarella 
 

The motion was approved by those present. 
 

RESOLUTION #23-56 
WHEREAS, the Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority (“Authority”) received a proposal from 
Suplee, Clooney & Company of Westfield, NJ for Accounting & Auditing Services; and 

WHEREAS, such services are considered Professional Services, which pursuant to N.J.S.A. 
40A:11-5(1)(a)(i) are exempt from public advertising for bids, however, the Authority solicited 
a proposal based on non-fair and open process; and 

WHEREAS, the Authority wishes to enter into Contract #2418 – Accounting & Auditing Services 
with Suplee, Clooney & Company based on the proposal received; and 

WHEREAS, the Purchasing Agent has received a Business Entity Disclosure Certification and 
has certified a Determination of Value, therefore permitting the award of this contract in 
accordance with N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.5; and 

WHEREAS, the proposal reflects the hourly rates of $200.00 for Partner, $150.00 for 
Supervisor, $120.00 for Senior Staff Accountant, and $90.00 for Staff Accountant, for services 
as outlined in the RFP and proposal, with a total not to exceed amount of $41,400.00; and 

WHEREAS, the Secretary-Treasurer of the Authority hereby certifies that the necessary funds 
for said contract will be budgeted for in the Annual Budget. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Commissioners of the Rahway Valley Sewerage 
Authority hereby authorize the award of Professional Service Contract #2418 – Accounting & 
Auditing Services to Suplee, Clooney & Company for a term of one (1) year and a total amount 
not to exceed $45,850.00; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Executive Director is hereby authorized to execute said 
contract, and a Notice of Award will be published in accordance with law. 

 

3. Resolution #23-57 – Award of Contract #2419 – Laboratory Services to Aqua 
Pro-Tech Laboratories 
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Motion: Mr. Harms 
Second: Mr. Kolibas 
 

The motion was approved by those present. 
 

RESOLUTION #23-57 
WHEREAS, the Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority (“Authority”) received a proposal from Aqua 
Pro-Tech Laboratories of Fairfield, NJ for Laboratory Services; and 

WHEREAS, such services are considered Professional Services, which pursuant to N.J.S.A. 
40A:11-5(1)(a)(i) are exempt from public advertising for bids, however, the Authority solicited 
a proposal based on non-fair and open process; and 

WHEREAS, the Authority wishes to enter into Contract #2419 – Laboratory Services with Aqua 
Pro-Tech Laboratories based on the proposal received; and 

WHEREAS, the Purchasing Agent has received a Business Entity Disclosure Certification and 
has certified a Determination of Value, therefore permitting the award of this contract in 
accordance with N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.5; and 

WHEREAS, the proposal reflects an estimated total amount of $88,419.00 for various analytical 
tests as further outlined in the RFP; and 

WHEREAS, the Secretary-Treasurer of the Authority hereby certifies that the necessary funds 
for said contract will be budgeted for in the Annual Budget. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Commissioners of the Rahway Valley Sewerage 
Authority hereby authorize the award of Professional Service Contract #2419 – Laboratory 
Services to Aqua Pro-Tech Laboratories for a term of one (1) year and a total amount not to 
exceed $88,419.00; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Executive Director is hereby authorized to execute said 
contract, and a Notice of Award will be published in accordance with law. 

 

4. Resolution #23-58 – Authorizing James M. Meehan to endorse Sewer 
Connection applications 
 

Motion: Mr. Harms 
Second: Mr. Greet 
 

The motion was approved by those present. 
 

RESOLUTION #23-58 
WHEREAS, the Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority (“Authority”) is responsible for reviewing 
and endorsing applications for connections to its wastewater treatment system, including 
Sewer Treatment Endorsement Permit (“STEP”) Applications for connections with a flow less 
than 2,000 gallons per day (gpd); and 

WHEREAS, the Authority has previously authorized Janet Thevenin, Manager of Regulatory 
Compliance, and Andrea DeCarlo, Purchasing Agent/Board Secretary, to review and endorse 
STEP Applications; and 

WHEREAS, James M. Meehan, Environmental Compliance Supervisor, is capable of reviewing 
and endorsing said Applications, and the Authority wishes to authorize him for this purpose. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Commissioners of the Rahway Valley Sewerage 
Authority hereby authorize James M. Meehan, Environmental Compliance Supervisor, along 
with Janet Thevenin, Manager of Regulatory Compliance, and Andrea DeCarlo, Purchasing 
Agent/Board Secretary, to review and endorse Sewer Treatment Endorsement Permit (STEP) 
Applications for connections with a flow less than 2,000 gpd; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this authorization shall take effect immediately. 
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5. Resolution #23-59 – Authorizing EMEX, LLC to procure Natural Gas Energy 
Supply Services on the Authority’s behalf by means of a Reverse Online Auction 
 

Motion: Mr. Harms 
Second: Mr. Rachlin 
 

The motion was approved by those present. 
 

RESOLUTION #23-59 
WHEREAS, the Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority (“Authority”) has a need to purchase 
Natural Gas Energy Supply Services for its Cogen Facility and its Nine (9) Plant Meters; and 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-4.11 authorizes the purchase of natural gas supply service through 
the use of electronic procurement practices, provided that the purchase complies with the 
provisions of the Electric Discount and Energy Competition Act of 1999 (the “Act”); and 

WHEREAS, in accordance with N.J.A.C. 5:34-5.6 et seq. and the Act, local units have the ability 
to utilize reverse auctions for the purchase of energy, but solely with platform vendors that 
are registered as “energy agents” with the New Jersey Board of Public Utilities (“NJBPU”); and 

WHEREAS, EMEX, LLC, a division of Mantis Innovation, is a registered energy agent with the 
NJBPU, and has previously served as the Authority’s energy broker for numerous energy 
procurements activities; and 

WHEREAS, the Authority Staff has determined that EMEX, LLC shall facilitate an online reverse 
auction on October 3, 2023, to secure Natural Gas Energy Supply Services. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Commissioners of the Rahway Valley Sewerage 
Authority hereby authorize EMEX, LLC to procure Natural Gas Energy Supply Services for the 
Authority by means of an online reverse auction. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that said auction shall be conducted in accordance with the 
provisions of the Act and pursuant to the guidelines set forth in the Division of Local 
Government Services Local Finance Notice 2021-18; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that EMEX, LLC shall receive compensation for all services 
rendered through the participating supplier(s) at a rate of $0.01 per therm of Natural Gas; 
and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Executive Director is hereby authorized to execute, on 
behalf of the Authority, any contract(s) resulting from the EMEX Reverse Auction; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the ratification of such contract(s) shall be affirmed by 
resolution at the Authority’s ensuing meeting subsequent to the contract award. 

 
 
 
 

Bills and Claims 
Mr. Harms offered one motion. 
Motion that the following bills and claims list previously reviewed by the Finance 
Committee be ordered paid. 
 

Motion: Mr. Harms 
Second: Mr. Rachlin 
 

The motion was approved by those present. 
 

 



RVSA Regular Meeting – Minutes September 21, 2023 

 

-23- 

BILLS AND CLAIMS LISTING 
BUILDING & EQUIPMENT FUND 
CHECK   DATE VENDOR LINE/ACCT AMOUNT 
1077 09/21/23 VOID – INCORRECT AMOUNT 140.2 0.00 

1078 09/21/23 PAULUS, SOKOLOWSKI & SARTOR 140.2 4,950.46 
1079 09/21/23 POLO ENGINEERING, INC 140.2 42,260.00 

1080 09/21/23 PRECISION ELECTRIC MOTOR WORKS 140.3 32,400.00 

1081 09/21/23 PUMPING SERVICES, INC. 140.2 31,811.57 
1082 09/21/23 CDM SMITH, INC. 140.2 19,164.50 

 
Total Building & Equipment Fund Checks:  5 

Total Void Checks:  1 
Total Void Check Amount:  $23,614.49 

Total Building & Equipment Fund Checks Paid:  $130,586.53 

 
 
OPERATING FUND – MANUAL 
CHECK   DATE VENDOR LINE/ACCT AMOUNT 
483 09/13/23 RAHWAY VALLEY S.A. - PAYROLL 01/02 219,431.79 

484 09/15/23 NJ STATE HEALTH BENEFITS 03/04 143,971.46 
485 09/18/23 RAHWAY VALLEY S.A. - PAYROLL 01/02 230,376.94 

 

Total Operating Fund Manual Checks:  3 
Total Void Checks:  0 

Total Void Check Amount:  $0.00 
Total Operating Fund Manual Checks Paid:  $593,780.19 

 
 
OPERATING FUND 
CHECK   DATE VENDOR LINE/ACCT AMOUNT 
3956 09/09/23 AQUA PRO-TECH LABORATORIES 41 3,430.00 
3957 09/09/23 DELTA DENTAL OF NEW JERSEY INC 03 7,843.38 

3958 09/09/23 ELIZABETHTOWN GAS 22 8,357.55 
3959 09/09/23 VERIZON WIRELESS 11 1,052.58 

3960 09/09/23 WAGE WORKS INC. 03 105.00 
3961 09/21/23 ROBERT BEINER 49 650.00 

3962 09/21/23 MICHAEL FURCI 49 150.00 

3963 09/21/23 MICHAEL J. GELIN 49 150.00 
3964 09/21/23 LOREN HARMS 49 150.00 

3965 09/21/23 CHRISTOPHER KOLIBAS 49 150.00 
3966 09/21/23 FRANK G. MAZZARELLA 49 150.00 

3967 09/21/23 ROBERT I. RACHLIN 49 150.00 

3968 09/21/23 RAYMOND SZPOND 49 150.00 
3969 09/21/23 ALEXANDER BIEL 04 164.90 

3970 09/21/23 HECTOR L. CARTAGENA 04 494.70 
3971 09/21/23 JAMES CASSELLA 04 494.70 

3972 09/21/23 DONNA CORRIS DANIELS 04 692.40 
3973 09/21/23 GARY DEGROAT 04 989.40 

3974 09/21/23 BARBARA DERKACK 04 989.40 

3975 09/21/23 GREGORY EVELYN 04 494.70 
3976 09/21/23 EDWARD FARYNA 04 989.40 

3977 09/21/23 FREDERICK T. GEARDINO 04 494.70 
3978 09/21/23 ANTHONY GENCARELLI 04 494.70 

3979 09/21/23 JOANNE GRIMES 04 989.40 

3980 09/21/23 ROY HERMAN 04 742.50 
3981 09/21/23 JOHN V. HRUSKA 04 989.40 

3982 09/21/23 WALTER JORDAN 04 989.40 
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CHECK   DATE VENDOR LINE/ACCT AMOUNT 
3983 09/21/23 JOANNE KRUGELSTEIN 04 494.70 
3984 09/21/23 ALICIA MACKIN 04 989.40 

3985 09/21/23 JEAN MANIGOLD 04 494.70 

3986 09/21/23 ROBERT J. MATERNA 04 494.70 
3987 09/21/23 ROBERT MRASZ 04 989.40 

3988 09/21/23 MICHAEL ROGERS, SR. 04 494.70 
3989 09/21/23 ROBERT SAFCHINSKY 04 989.40 

3990 09/21/23 ANDREW SASSO 04 989.40 

3991 09/21/23 JOSEPH SOWA 04 629.40 
3992 09/21/23 DONALD STUART 04 494.70 

3993 09/21/23 RICHARD P. TOKARSKI 04 989.40 
3994 09/21/23 ROBERT VALENT 04 989.40 

3995 09/21/23 THOMAS WATTERS 04 402.00 
3996 09/21/23 ARTHUR M. WRIGHT, JR 04 989.40 

3997 09/21/23 A&M INDUSTRIAL SUPPLY COMPANY 32 23,404.98 

3998 09/21/23 A TOUCH OF ITALY 49 268.69 
3999 09/21/23 AIR NOVA 41 34,300.00 

4000 09/21/23 APPROVED ENERGY II LLC 19 96,465.40 
4001 09/21/23 APPROVED FIRE PROTECTION CO. 31 2,600.58 

4002 09/21/23 AQUA PRO-TECH LABORATORIES 41 3,045.00 

4003 09/21/23 WOODBRIDGE FORD 32 495.00 
4004 09/21/23 BGIA, INC. 17 47,590.00 

4005 09/21/23 BOWCO LABORATORIES, INC. 32 813.00 
4006 09/21/23 JOHN BUONOCORE 15 365.71 

4007 09/21/23 CANON FINANCIAL SERVICES, INC. 16 1,467.88 

4008 09/21/23 CITY OF RAHWAY - UNITED WATER 33 12,375.80 
4009 09/21/23 COMCAST 27 849.83 

4010 09/21/23 CONCENTRA HEALTH SERVICES, INC 50 209.00 
4011 09/21/23 CORROSION PRODUCTS, INC 32 3,284.26 

4012 09/21/23 FACTORY DIRECT PIPELINE 32 4,178.86 
4013 09/21/23 IEP TECHNOLOGIES, LLC 28 5,410.00 

4014 09/21/23 FISHER SCIENTIFIC 40 600.00 

4015 09/21/23 FOLEY, INCORPORATED 28 5,304.27 
4016 09/21/23 GLOBAL INDUSTRIAL EQUIPMENT CO. 31 3,647.28 

4017 09/21/23 GOVCONNECTION, INC. 27 328.73 
4018 09/21/23 GRAINGER 32 8,266.35 

4019 09/21/23 GREENBAUM, ROWE, SMITH & DAVIS 07 1,530.50 

4020 09/21/23 HATFIELD SCHWARTZ LAW GROUP 08 315.00 
4021 09/21/23 HAWKINS, DELAFIELD & WOOD LLP 08 10,302.00 

4022 09/21/23 HAYES PUMP INC. 32 3,596.00 
4023 09/21/23 HOME DEPOT CREDIT SERVICES 32 1,351.85 

4024 09/21/23 HOSE HEAVEN INC. 32 1,680.90 
4025 09/21/23 JERSEY ELEVATOR COMPANY INC. 31 463.14 

4026 09/21/23 JOHNSTONE SUPPLY 32 2,441.22 

4027 09/21/23 MAINTAINCO INC 35 3,718.17 
4028 09/21/23 MARINE EQUIPMENT & SUPPLY CO. 32 647.16 

4029 09/21/23 MECHANICAL SERVICE CORP. 32 8,089.00 
4030 09/21/23 MEDICAL EXPRESS 31 153.60 

4031 09/21/23 MIDDLESEX WATER COMPANY 33 2,790.81 

4032 09/21/23 MILLER AND CHITTY CO., INC. 32 2,000.00 
4033 09/21/23 NAPA AUTO PARTS OF COLONIA 35 350.77 

4034 09/21/23 NJ ADVANCE MEDIA 12 94.60 
4035 09/21/23 NJ MANUFACTURERS INSURANCE CO. 17 15,233.00 

4036 09/21/23 NJ WATER ENVIRONMENT ASSOC. 32 60.00 

4037 09/21/23 OPTIMUM CONTROLS CORP. 28 2,077.00 
4038 09/21/23 OFFICE CONCEPTS GROUP, INC. 32 428.36 

4039 09/21/23 ONE CALL CONCEPTS, INC. 32 45.76 
4040 09/21/23 PITNEY BOWES GLOBAL 48 56.62 
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CHECK   DATE VENDOR LINE/ACCT AMOUNT 
4041 09/21/23 POLYDYNE INC. 23 57,620.00 
4042 09/21/23 LINDE GAS & EQUIPMENT INC 32 733.80 

4043 09/21/23 PSE&G COMPANY 19 95,381.48 

4044 09/21/23 RARITAN SUPPLY 32 1,556.21 
4045 09/21/23 ROYAL BATTERY 28 236.00 

4046 09/21/23 SAKER SHOPRITES, INC. 49 42.14 
4047 09/21/23 SCIENTIFIC WATER CONDITIONING 32 593.00 

4048 09/21/23 SHALLCROSS BOLT & SPECIALTIES 32 244.26 

4049 09/21/23 SKYLINE ENVIRONMENTAL INC 31 5,500.00 
4050 09/21/23 STANDARD INSURANCE COMPANY RD 03 2,063.82 

4051 09/21/23 SUR-SEAL INC 28 2,293.76 
4052 09/21/23 THE BANK OF NEW YORK MELLON 09 3,300.00 

4053 09/21/23 THOMAS SCIENTIFIC 40 8,515.53 
4054 09/21/23 UGI ENERGY SERVICES, LLC 22 20,480.98 

4055 09/21/23 UNIFIRST CORPORATION 32 2,360.18 

4056 09/21/23 USA BLUEBOOK 28 4,296.97 
4057 09/21/23 VERIZON WIRELESS 11 169.50 

4058 09/21/23 VISION SERVICE PLAN 03 1,819.70 
4059 09/21/23 W. A. BIRDSALL & CO. 32 773.57 

4060 09/21/23 WASTE MANAGEMENT OF NEW JERSEY 25 191,066.40 

4061 09/21/23 WB MASON COMPANY, INC. 13/40 1,182.96 
4062 09/21/23 ASSOCIATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL  31/49 3,170.00 

4063 09/21/23 CAESARS ATLANTIC CITY 15/49 2,093.00 
4064 09/21/23 GMIS USERS GROUP 27 100.00 

4065 09/21/23 NJ STATE LEAGUE 31/49 370.00 

4066 09/21/23 CDM SMITH, INC. 05 4,449.99 
 

Total Operating Fund Checks: 111  
Total Void Checks:  0 

Total Void Check Amount:  $0.00 
Total Operating Fund Checks Paid:  $766,038.24 

 
 

OPERATING FUND 01  $1,359,818.43 
BUILDING & EQUIPMENT FUND  02      $130,586.53 
                               ============== 
TOTAL OF ALL FUNDS:   $1,490,404.96 
 

 

 

Open the floor to the Public for questions or comments 

Mr. Gelin asked if in the future, resolutions can be placed on the agenda in groups for the 
Board’s approval, rather than having to repeat the same verbiage several times.  Mr. Estis 
replied yes, stating that this is a very common practice and is referred to as a “consent 
agenda”. 

 

Mr. Mazzarella expressed his belief that the Personnel Committee is conducting the selection 
process for the Executive Director position appropriately; however, he would prefer that the 
entire Board be given the opportunity to review the top candidates’ resumes before granting 
approval.  Mr. Beiner stated that this would be fine. 
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Ms. Musialowicz stated that depending on the status of the Dryer, the Commissioners will 
have to decide at the next meeting whether the 2023 Budget needs to be amended.  She 
also mentioned the requirement for a 2024 Budget to be introduced at the October meeting, 
stating that she will have numbers prepared for the Finance Committee’s review prior to 
that date. 

 

Mr. Gelin echoed Mr. Butvilla’s earlier remark about the 2022 Audit, praising the exceptional 
work done by the Staff, and he expressed his appreciation for their efforts. 

 

 

Closed Session 
Mr. Rachlin made a motion to close the meeting at 6:43 p.m. for discussion regarding 
special project negotiations. The motion was second by Mr. Gottko and approved by those 
present. 
 
Mr. Mazzarella made a motion to return to the regular order of business at 6:47 p.m.  The 
motion was second by Mr. Rachlin and approved by those present. 
 
  
 
Adjournment 
As there was no further business, on motion of Mr. Gottko, second by Mr. Tomaine, the 
meeting adjourned at 6:48 p.m.  The motion was approved by those present. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

_______________           Andrea DeCarlo     
Chairman Andrea DeCarlo, Board Secretary 
 

Attachments:  

Flow Rights Report 08/2023 
User Charge Report 08/2023 
 


